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Preface

The Permanent Observer Mission of the State of Palestine to the United Nations
in New York prepares this report on a yearly basis following every session of the United
Nations General Assembly (UNGA). This Session witnessed a historic event on 29
November 2012, with the adoption of General Assembly Resolution 67/19 which
changed the status of Palestine from an observer entity to that of an observer State. The
report shows the voting record of each Member State on all resolutions concerning
Palestine and the Palestinian people adopted during the 67th session of the UNGA mainly
during the period from September to December 2011. The main purpose for the
preparation of this report is to understand voting patterns of UN Member States on
resolutions related to the Question of Palestine (QoP) and where necessary to undertake
specific efforts to garner more support for these important resolutions, which cover a
wide range of issues relevant to the QoP and in particular reaffirm core principles and
rules of international law in this regard. The report also seeks to illustrate and evaluate
political support of Member States on issues related to Palestine in the UN. It also
illustrates the shifts in voting that may have taken place in comparison with previous
sessions.

The report contains tables that clearly show voting patterns of Member States of
the UN. It also includes the text of General Assembly resolutions adopted during the said
period. The report also includes a special section on the messages received on the Day of
Solidarity with the Palestinian People, as well as key statements made by delegates of
Palestine, in particular at the historic adoption of GA Resolution 67/19 of 29 November
2012 in which Palestine acquired Observer State status in the United Nations. The end
of the report includes two short legal memorandums explaining the legal changes which
took place over the last year.

The report does not intend to evaluate the reasons for voting patterns by Member
States, which requires more extensive analysis and could be derived from a range of
factors. Rather it only lists votes on resolutions concerning the QoP, which by
themselves reflect the scope of support by any particular country.

Finally, I hope that this report provides useful information and will serve as a
vehicle to increase support for the State of Palestine in the international arena
particularly at the United Nations as we continue to engage the international community
to achieve the independence of the State of Palestine where the Palestinian people can

finally live in peace, prosperity and dignity.
}Q« at /Q 6\/\ QCarntAmA

Dr. Riyad Mansour
Ambassador, Permanent Observer
of the State of Palestine to the United Nations
New York



Forward

“The core components of a just solution to the Palestinian-Israeli conflict do not require effort to

discover, but rather what is needed is the will to implement them. And marathon negotiations are not

required to determine them, but rather what is needed is the sincere intention reach peace. And those

components are by no means a mysterious puzzle or intractable riddle, but rather are the clearest and

most logical in the world. This includes the realization of the independence of the State of Palestine,

with East Jerusalem as its capital, over the entire territory occupied by Israel since 1967, and the

realization of a just, agreed solution to the Palestine refugee issue in accordance with resolution 194
(111), as prescribed in the Arab Peace Initiative.”

H.E. Mahmoud Abbas

President of the State of Palestine

during the General Debate of the 67"

United Nations General Assembly

-- 27 September 2012
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Resolutions Adopted during the 67" Session of the

General Assembly of the United Nations
on the Question of Palestine

No. Resolution Title UN Symbol Date of Vote
Action Yes —No-Abstain

Permanent sovereignty of the Palestinian peopilean

1. | Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East A/RES/67/229| 21 Dec. 2012 170-7-9
Jerusalem, and of the Arab population in the oclipi
Syrian Golan over their natural resources

2. | The right of the Palestinian people to self-deteation | A/RES/67/158 20 Dec. 2012 179-7-3

3. | Assistance to the Palestinian people A/RES/67/863 Dec. 2012| Without Vote
Israeli practices affecting the human rights of the

4. | Palestinian people in the Occupied Palestinianitbeyr | A/RES/67/121| 18 Dec. 2012 164-8-6
including East Jerusalem
Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestiniamitbey,

5. | including East Jerusalem, and the occupied Syr@larG| A/RES/67/120| 18 Dec. 2012 169-6-5
Applicability of the Geneva Convention relativetbhe
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, & 1

6. | August 1949, to the Occupied Palestinian Territory, | A/RES/67/119| 18 Dec. 2012 171-6-3
including East Jerusalem, and the other occupiedh Ar
territories
Work of the Special Committee to Investigate Israel

7. | Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the Pategti | A/RES/67/118| 18 Dec. 2012 98-8-72
People and Other Arabs of the Occupied Territories

8. | Palestine refugees' properties and their revenues /RE®/67/117| 18 Dec. 2012 173-6-2
Operations of the United Nations Relief and Works

9. | Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East A/RES/67/116| 18 Dec. 2012 172-6-1
Persons displaced as a result of the June 1967 and

10. | subsequent hostilities A/RES/67/115 18 Dec. 2011 170-6-4

11. Assistance to Palestine refugees A/RES/67/111% Dec. 2012 170-1-8

12. | Jerusalem A/RES/67/24 | 30 Nov. 2012 162-7-6

13, Peaceful settlement of the question of Palestine A/RES/67/23 | 30 Nov. 2012 163-6-5
Special information programme on the question of

14. | Palestine of the Department of Public Informatiéthe | A/RES/67/22 | 30 Nov. 2012 160-7-7
Secretariat

15. | Division for Palestinian Rights of the Secretariat A/RES/67/21 | 30 Nov. 2012 103-7-61

16 Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights

" | of the Palestinian People A/RES/67/20 | 30 Nov. 2012 106-7-56
17. | Status of Palestine in the United Nations A/RES/67/19 | 29 Nov. 2012 138-9-41




Permanent sovereignty of the Palestinian
people in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, including East Jerusalem, and
of the Arab population in the occupied
Syrian Golan over their natural resources
(A/RES/67/229)

The General Assembly,
66/225 of 22

taking note of
Council resolution

Recalling its  resolution
December 2011, and
Economic and Social
2012/23 of 26 July 2012,

Recalling alsoits resolutions 58/292 of 6
May 2004 and 59/251 of 22 December 2004,

Reaffirming the principle of the permanent
sovereignty of peoples under foreign
occupation over their natural resources,

Guided by the principles of the Charter of
the United Nations, affirming the

inadmissibility of the acquisition of territory

by force, and recalling relevant Security
Council resolutions, including resolutions
242 (1967) of 22 November 1967, 465
(1980) of 1 March 1980 and 497 (1981) of
17 December 1981,

Recalling its resolution 2625 (XXV) of 24
October 1970,

Reaffirming the applicability of the Geneva
Convention relative to the Protection of
Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12
August 1949 to the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, including East Jerusalem, and
other Arab territories occupied by Israel
since 1967,

Recalling, in this regard, the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rightand
the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Righfsand affirming
that these human rights instruments must be
respected in the Occupied Palestinian
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Territory, including East Jerusalem, as well
as in the occupied Syrian Golan,

Recalling also the advisory opinion rendered
on 9 July 2004 by the International Court of
Justice on theegal Consequences of the
Construction of a Wall in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory,®and recalling further
its resolutions ES-10/15 of 20 July 2004 and
ES-10/17 of 15 December 2006,

Expressing its concern about the exploitation
by Israel, the occupying Power, of the
natural resources of the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, including East Jerusalem, and
other Arab territories occupied by Israel
since 1967,

Expressing its grave concernabout the
extensive destruction by Israel, the

occupying Power, of agricultural land and

orchards in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, including the uprooting of a vast

number of fruit-bearing trees and the

destruction of farms and greenhouses, and
the grave environmental and economic
impact in this regard,

Expressing its concern about the widespread
destruction caused by Israel, the occupying
Power, to vital infrastructure, including
water pipelines and sewage networks, in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory, in particular
in the Gaza Strip in the recent period, which,
inter alia, pollutes the environment and
negatively affects the water supply and other
natural resources of the Palestinian people,

Taking note, in this regard, of the 2009
report by the United Nations Environment
Programme regarding the grave
environmental situation in the Gaza
Strip*and stressing the need for follow-up
to the recommendations contained therein,

Aware of the detrimental impact of the
Israeli settlements on Palestinian and other



Arab natural resources, especially as a result
of the confiscation of land and the forced

diversion of water resources, including the

destruction of orchards and crops and the
seizure of water wells by Israeli settlers, and
of the dire socioeconomic consequences in
this regard,

Aware also of the detrimental impact on
Palestinian natural resources being caused
by the unlawful construction of the wall by
Israel, the occupying Power, in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory, including in and
around East Jerusalem, and of its grave
effect as well on the economic and social
conditions of the Palestinian people,

Reaffirming the need for the resumption and
accelerated advancement of negotiations
within the Middle East peace process, on the
basis of Security Council resolutions 242
(1967), 338 (1973) of 22 October 1973, 425
(1978) of 19 March 1978 and 1397 (2002) of
12 March 2002, the principle of land for
peace, the Arab Peace Initiathemd the
Quartet performance-based road map to a
permanent two-State solution to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflictas endorsed by the
Security Council in its resolution 1515
(2003) of 19 November 2003 and supported
by the Council in its resolution 1850 (2008)
of 16 December 2008, for the achievement
of a final peace settlement on all tracks,

Sressing in this regard the need for respect
for the obligation upon Israel under the road
map to freeze settlement activity, including

so-called “natural growth”, and to dismantle

all settlement outposts erected since March
2001,

Sressing alsothe need for respect and
preservation of the territorial unity,
contiguity and integrity of all of the
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including
East Jerusalem,

Recallingthe need to end all acts of
violence, including acts of terror,
provocation, incitement and destruction,

Taking note of the note by the Secretary-
General transmitting the report prepared by
the Economic and Social Commission for
Western Asia on the economic and social
repercussions of the Israeli occupation on
the living conditions of the Palestinian
people in the Occupied Palestinian Territory,
including East Jerusalem, and of the Arab
population in the occupied Syrian Golan,

1. Reaffirmsthe inalienable rights of the
Palestinian people and of the population of
the occupied Syrian Golan over their natural
resources, including land, water and energy
resources;

2.Demandsthat Israel, the occupying
Power, cease the exploitation, damage, cause
of loss or depletion, and endangerment of

the natural resources in the Occupied
Palestinian  Territory, including East
Jerusalem, and in the occupied Syrian
Golan;

3. Recognizesthe right of the Palestinian
people to claim restitution as a result of any
exploitation, damage, loss or depletion, or
endangerment of their natural resources
resulting from illegal measures taken by
Israel, the occupying Power, and Israeli
settlers in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, including East Jerusalem, and
expresses the hope that this issue will be
dealt with within the framework of the final
status negotiations between the Palestinian
and Israeli sides;

4. Sressesthat the wall and settlements
being constructed by Israel in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory, including in and
around East Jerusalem, are contrary to
international law and are seriously depriving
the Palestinian people of their natural



resources, and calls in this regard for full
compliance with the legal obligations
affirmed in the 9 July 2004 advisory opinion
of the International Court of Justitand in
relevant United Nations resolutions,
including General Assembly resolution ES-
10/15;

5. Calls upon Israel, the occupying Power, to

comply strictly with its obligations under

international law, including international

humanitarian law, with respect to the

alteration of the character and status of the
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including

East Jerusalem;

6.Also calls upon Israel, the occupying
Power, to cease all actions harming the
environment, including the dumping of all
kinds of waste materials in the Occupied
Palestinian  Territory, including East
Jerusalem, and in the occupied Syrian
Golan, which gravely threaten their natural
resources, hamely water and land resources,
and which pose an environmental, sanitation
and health threat to the civilian populations;

7.Further calls upon Israel to cease its
destruction of vital infrastructure, including
water pipelines and sewage networks, which,
inter alia, has a negative impact on the
natural resources of the Palestinian people;

8. Requests the Secretary-General to report
to the General Assembly at its sixty-eighth
session on the implementation of the present
resolution, including with regard to the
cumulative impact of the exploitation,
damage and depletion by Israel of natural
resources in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, including East Jerusalem, and in
the occupied Syrian Golan, and decides to
include in the provisional agenda of its sixty-
eighth session the item entitled “Permanent
sovereignty of the Palestinian people in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including
East Jerusalem, and of the Arab population
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in the occupied Syrian Golan over their

natural resources”.
Notes

!United NationsTreaty Series, vol. 75, No. 973.

2 See resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.

3 See A/JES-10/273 and Corr.1; see alsgal
Consequences of the Construction of a Wall in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory, Advisory Opinion, I.C.J.
Reports 2004, p. 136.

* Environmental Assessment of the Gaza Strip following the
Escalation of Hostilities in December 2008-January
2009(United Nations publication, Sales No. E.09.111.0)3
5 A/56/1026-S/2002/932, annex I, resolution 14/221.
®5/2003/529, annex.

"A/67/91-E/2012/13.

The right of the Palestinian people
to self-determination
(A/RES/67/158)

The General Assembly,

Awarethat the development of friendly

relations among nations, based on respect for
the principle of equal rights and self-

determination of peoples, is among the
purposes and principles of the United

Nations, as defined in the Charter,

Recalling, in this regard, its resolution 2625
(XXV) of 24 October 1970 entitled
“Declaration on Principles of International
Law concerning Friendly Relations and
Cooperation among States in accordance
with the Charter of the United Nations”,

Bearing in mind the International Covenants
on Human Rightd the Universal
Declaration of Human Rightshe
Declaration on the Granting of Independence
to Colonial Countries and Peoplesd the
Vienna Declaration and Programme of
Action adopted at the World Conference on
Human Rights on 25 June 1993,

Recalling the Declaration on the Occasion of
the Fiftieth Anniversary of the United
Nations>



Recalling  alsothe
Millennium Declaratior?,

United Nation:

Recalling further the advisory opiniol
rendered on 9 July 2004 by the Internatic
Court of Justice on thegal Consequences
of the Construction of a Wall in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory,”and noting
in particular the reply of the Court, includi
on the right of peoples to salktermination
which is a righierga omnes?

Recalling the conclusiorof the Court, in it
advisory opinion of 9 July 2004, that t

construction of the wall by Israel, tl
occupying Power, in the Occupi
Palestinian  Territory, including Es

Jerusalem, along with measures previol
taken, severely impedes the right of
Palestinian people to saleterminatior’

Expressingthe urgent need for tt
resumption and accelerated advancemel
negotiations within the Middle East pe:
process, based on the relevant resolutior
the United Nations, the Madrid terms
refererte, including the principle of land fi
peace, the Arab Peace Initia°and the
Quartet road map to a permanent -State
solution to the Israe-Palestinian
conflict,* and for the speedy achievemen
a just, lasting and comprehensive pe
settlemeh between the Palestinian a
Israeli sides,

Sressingthe need for respect for a
preservation of the territorial unit
contiguity and integrity of all of th
Occupied Palestinian Territory, includi
East Jerusalem, and recalling in this rec
its reolution 58/292 of 6 May 200
Recallingits resolution 66/146 of 1
December 2011,

Affirming the right of all States in the regi
to live in peace within secure a
internationally recognized borde

1. Reaffirmsthe right of the Palestinic
people to selfietermination, including th
right to their independent State of Pales

2.Urgesall States and the specializ
agencies and organizations of the Un
Nations system to continue to support .
assist the Palestinian people in the e
realizaton of their right to se-
determination.

Notes

1 Resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.

2 Resolution 217 A (I11).

% Resolution 1514 (XV).

4 AJCONF.157/24 (Part 1), chap. Il

® See resolution 50/6.

® Resolution 55/2.

7 See AJESL0/273 and Corr.1; see a Legal
Consequences of the Construction of a Wall in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory, Advisory Opinion, |.C.J.
Reports 2004, p. 136.

8 See A/ESL0/273 and Corr.1, advisory opinion, para.
see alsd.egal Consequences of the Construction of a Wall
in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, Advisory Opinion,
1.C.J. Reports 2004, p. 136.

® See AJES10/273 and Corr.1, advisory opinion, para. 1
see alsd.egal Consequences of the Construction of a Wall
in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, Advisory Opinion,
I.C.J. Reports 2004, p. 136.

10 A/56/1026S/2002/932, annex I, resolution 14/z
115/2003/529, annex.




Assistance to the Palestinian people
(A/RES/67/86)

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 66/118 of 15
December 2011, as well as its previous
resolutions on the question,

Recalling also the signing of the Declaration

of Principles on Interim Self-Government

Arrangements in Washington, D.C., on 13
September 1993, by the Government of the
State of Israel and the Palestine Liberation
Organization, the representative of the
Palestinian peopleand the subsequent

implementation agreements concluded by
the two sides,

Recalling further all relevant international
law, including humanitarian and human
rights law, and, in particular, the
International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights’the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural RigHtthe
Convention on the Rights of the CHilhd
the Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Womén,

Gravely concerned at the difficult living
conditions and humanitarian situation
affecting the Palestinian people, in particular

women and children, throughout the
occupied Palestinian territory,
Consciousof the urgent need for

improvement in the economic and social
infrastructure of the occupied territory,

Welcoming, in this context, the development
of projects, notably on infrastructure, to
revive the Palestinian economy and improve
the living conditions of the Palestinian
people, stressing the need to create the
appropriate conditions to facilitate the
implementation of these projects, and noting
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the contribution of partners in the region and
of the international community,

Awarethat development is difficult under
occupation and is best promoted in
circumstances of peace and stability,

Notingthe great economic and social
challenges facing the Palestinian people and
their leadership,

Emphasizing the importance of the safety
and well-being of all people, in particular
women and children, in the whole Middle
East region, the promotion of which is
facilitated, inter alia, in a stable and secure
environment,

Deeply concerned about the negative impact,
including the health and psychological
consequences, of violence on the present and
future well-being of children in the region,

Consciousof the urgent necessity for

international assistance to the Palestinian
people, taking into account the Palestinian
priorities,

Expressing grave concern about the
humanitarian situation in Gaza, and

underlining the importance of emergency
and humanitarian assistance,

Welcoming the results of the Conference to

Support Middle East Peace, convened in
Washington, D.C., on 1 October 1993, the
establishment of the Ad Hoc Liaison

Committee for the Coordination of the

International Assistance to Palestinians and
the work being done by the World Bank as
its secretariat and the establishment of the
Consultative Group, as well as all follow-up

meetings and international mechanisms
established to provide assistance to the
Palestinian people,



Underliningthe  importance  of  the
International Conference in Support of the
Palestinian Economy for the Reconstruction
of Gaza, held in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, on
2 March 2009, in addressing the immediate
humanitarian situation in Gaza and in
mobilizing donors to provide financial and
political support for the Palestinian
Authority in order to alleviate the
socioeconomic and humanitarian situation
being faced by the Palestinian people,

Recalling the International Donors’
Conference for the Palestinian State, held in
Paris on 17 December 2007, the Berlin
Conference in Support of Palestinian Civil
Security and the Rule of Law, held on 24
June 2008, and the Palestine Investment
Conferences, held in Bethlehem from 21 to
23 May 2008 and on 2 and 3 June 2010,

Welcoming the latest meetings of the Ad
Hoc Liaison Committee for the Coordination
of the International Assistance to
Palestinians, held in Brussels on 21 March
and in New York on 23 September 2012,

Welcoming also the activities of the Joint
Liaison Committee, which provides a forum
in which economic policy and practical
matters related to donor assistance are
discussed with the Palestinian Authority,

Welcoming further the implementation of the
Palestinian National Development Plan
2011-2013 on governance, economy, social
development and infrastructure, and
stressing the need for continued international
support for the Palestinian State-building
process, as outlined in the summary of the
Chair of the meeting of the Ad Hoc Liaison
Committee held on 23 September 2012,

Sressing the need for the full engagement of
the United Nations in the process of building
Palestinian institutions and in providing
broad assistance to the Palestinian people,
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Welcoming recent steps to ease the

restrictions on movement and access in the
West Bank, while stressing the need for
further steps to be taken in this regard, and
recognizing that such steps would improve
living conditions and the situation on the

ground and could promote further

Palestinian economic development,

Acknowledging the measures announced by
Israel regarding access to the Gaza Strip,
while calling for full implementation and
complementary measures that address the
need for a fundamental change in policy that
allows for the sustained and regular opening
of the border crossings for the movement of
persons and goods, including for the
reconstruction and economic recovery of
Gaza,

Welcoming the action of the Special

Representative of the Quartet, Tony Blair,
charged with developing, with the

Government of the Palestinian Authority, a
multi-year agenda to strengthen institutions,
promote economic development and
mobilize international funds,

Sressing the urgency of reaching a durable
solution to the crisis in Gaza through the full

implementation of Security = Council
resolution 1860 (2009) of
8 January 2009,

Sressing also the importance of the regular
opening of the crossings for the movement
of persons and goods, for both humanitarian
and commercial flows,

Noting the active participation of the United
Nations Special Coordinator for the Middle
East Peace Process and Personal
Representative of the Secretary-General to
the Palestine Liberation Organization and
the Palestinian Authority in the activities of
the Special Envoys of the Quartet,



Welcoming the endorsement by the Security
Council, in resolution 1515 (2003) of 19
November 2003, of the performance-based
road map to a permanent two-State solution
to the Israeli-Palestinian conflitgnd
stressing the need for its implementation and
compliance with its provisions,

Commending the efforts within the Quartet
by the United States of America, the
European Union, the United Nations and the
Russian Federation in pursuing vigorously a
two-State solution, noting the commitment
of the Quartet to remain actively involved
and the need for strong international support
to promote the peace process, and calling for
the resumption and acceleration of
negotiations between the Israeli and
Palestinian sides towards a comprehensive
resolution of the Arab-Israeli conflict, on the
basis of relevant Security Council
resolutions and the terms of reference of the
Madrid Conference, in order to ensure a
political solution, with two States — Israel
and an independent, democratic, contiguous
and viable Palestinian State — living side by
side in peace and security,

the

Having considered the of

Secretary-Generdl,

report

Expressing grave concern about continuing
violence against civilians,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-
General,

2.Expresses its  appreciationto  the
Secretary-General for his rapid response and
efforts regarding assistance to the Palestinian
people;

3.Als0 expresses its appreciationto the

Member States, United Nations bodies and
intergovernmental, regional and non-
governmental organizations that have
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provided and continue to provide assistance
to the Palestinian people;

4. Sresses the importance of the work of the
United Nations Special Coordinator for the
Middle East Peace Process and Personal
Representative of the Secretary-General to
the Palestine Liberation Organization and
the Palestinian Authority and of the steps
taken under the auspices of the Secretary-
General to ensure the achievement of a
coordinated mechanism for United Nations
activities throughout the occupied territories;

5.UrgesMember  States, international
financial institutions of the United Nations
system, intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations and regional and
interregional organizations to extend, as
rapidly and as generously as possible,
economic and social assistance to the
Palestinian people, in close cooperation with
the Palestine Liberation Organization and
through official Palestinian institutions;

6. Welcomes, in this regard, the meetings of
the Ad Hoc Liaison Committee for the
Coordination of the International Assistance
to Palestinians of 21 March and 23
September 2012 and the outcome of the
International Conference in Support of the
Palestinian Economy for the Reconstruction
of Gaza, at which donors pledged
approximately 4.5 billion United States

dollars to support the needs of the
Palestinian people;
7. Recallsthe International Donors’

Conference for the Palestinian State, the
Berlin Conference in Support of Palestinian
Civil Security and the Rule of Law, and the
Palestine Investment Conferences;

8. Sresses the importance of following up

on the results of the International
Conference in Support of the Palestinian
Economy for the Reconstruction of Gaza,



9.Calls upondonors that have not vyet
converted their budget support pledges into
disbursements to transfer funds as soon as
possible, encourages all donors to increase
their direct assistance to the Palestinian
Authority in accordance with its government
programme in order to enable it to build a
viable and prosperous Palestinian State,
underlines the need for equitable burden-
sharing by donors in this effort, and
encourages donors to consider aligning
funding cycles with the Palestinian
Authority’s national budget cycle;

10.Calls uponrelevant organizations and

agencies of the United Nations system to
intensify their assistance in response to the
urgent needs of the Palestinian people in
accordance with priorities set forth by the
Palestinian side;

11.Expresses its appreciation for the work

of the United Nations Relief and Works

Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near
East, and recognizes the vital role of the
Agency in providing humanitarian assistance
to the Palestinian people, particularly in the
Gaza Strip;

12.Calls upon the international community
to provide urgently needed assistance and
services in an effort to alleviate the difficult
humanitarian situation being faced by
Palestinian women, children and their
families and to help in the reconstruction and

development of relevant Palestinian
institutions;

13.Sressesthe  role that all funding
instruments, including the European
Commission’s Palestinian-European
Mechanism for the Management of

Socio-Economic Aid and the World Bank
trust fund, have been playing in directly
assisting the Palestinian people;

14.Urges Member States to open their

markets to exports of Palestinian products on
the most favourable terms, consistent with
appropriate trading rules, and to implement

fully existing trade and cooperation
agreements;
15.Calls uponthe international donor

community to expedite the delivery of
pledged assistance to the Palestinian people
to meet their urgent needs;

16.Sresses, in this context, the importance
of ensuring free humanitarian access to the
Palestinian people and the free movement of
persons and goods;

17.Also stressesthe need for the full
implementation by both parties of the
Agreement on Movement and Access and of
the Agreed Principles for the Rafah
Crossing, of 15 November 2005, to allow for
the freedom of movement of the Palestinian
civilian population, as well as for imports
and exports, within and into and out of the
Gaza Strip;

18.Further stressesthe need to ensure the
safety and security of humanitarian
personnel, premises, facilities, equipment,
vehicles and supplies, as well as the need to
ensure safe and unhindered access by
humanitarian personnel and delivery of
supplies and equipment, in order to allow
such personnel to efficiently perform their

task of assisting affected civilian
populations;
19.Urges the international donor

community, United Nations agencies and
organizations and non-governmental
organizations to extend to the Palestinian
people, as rapidly as possible, emergency
economic assistance and humanitarian
assistance, particularly in the Gaza Strip, to
counter the impact of the current crisis;



20.Sressesthe need for the continued
implementation of the Paris Protocol on
Economic Relations of 29 April 1994, fifth
annex to the Israeli-Palestinian Interim
Agreement on the West Bank and the Gaza
Strip, signed in Washington, D.C., on 28
September 1995including with regard to
the full, prompt and regular transfer of
Palestinian indirect tax revenues;

21.Requests the Secretary-General to submit
a report to the General Assembly at its sixty-
eighth session, through the Economic and
Social Council, on the implementation of the
present resolution, containing:

(a) An assessment of the assistance actually
received by the Palestinian people;

(b) An assessment of the needs still unmet
and specific proposals for responding
effectively to them;

22.Decidesto include in the provisional
agenda of its sixty-eighth session, under the
item entitled “Strengthening of the
coordination of humanitarian and disaster
relief assistance of the United Nations,
including special economic assistance”, the
sub-item entitled “Assistance to the
Palestinian people”.

Notes

1A/48/486-S/26560, annex.

%See resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.

SUnited NationsTreaty Series, vol. 1577, No. 27531.
“bid., vol. 1249, No. 20378.

55/2003/529, annex.

6A/67/84-E/2012/68.

"A/51/889-S/1997/357, annex.
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Israeli practices affecting the human
rights of the Palestinian people
in the Occupied Palestinian Territory,
including East Jerusalem (A/RES/67/121)

The General Assembly,

Recallingthe Universal Declaration of

Human Rights,

Recalling also the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Right$the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Right€ and the Convention on the Rights of
the Child>and affirming that these human
rights instruments must be respected in the

Occupied Palestinian Territory, including
East Jerusalem,
Reaffirming its relevant resolutions,

including resolution 66/79 of 9 December
2011 as well as those adopted at its tenth
emergency special session,

Recalling the relevant resolutions of the
Human Rights Council,

Recalling also the relevant resolutions of the
Security Council, and stressing the need for
their implementation,

Having considered the report of the Special
Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices
Affecting the Human Rights of the
Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the
Occupied Territori€sand the report of the
Secretary-Generdl,

Taking note of the recent reports of the
Special Rapporteur of the Human Rights
Council on the situation of human rights in
the Palestinian territories occupied since
1967%as well as of other relevant recent
reports of the Human Rights Council,

Awareof the responsibility of the
international community to promote human



rights and ensure respect for international
law, and recalling in this regard its
resolution 2625 (XXV) of 24 October 1970,

Recalling the advisory opinion rendered on 9
July 2004 by the International Court of
Justice’and  recalling also  General
Assembly resolutions ES-10/15 of 20 July
2004 and ES-10/17 of 15 December 2006,

Noting in particular the Court's reply,
including that the construction of the wall
being built by Israel, the occupying Power,
in the Occupied Palestinian Territory,
including in and around East Jerusalem, and
its associated regime are contrary to
international law,

Reaffirming the principle of the
inadmissibility of the acquisition of territory
by force,

Reaffirming alsothe applicability of the
Geneva Convention relative to the Protection
of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12
August 194%to the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, including East Jerusalem, and
other Arab territories occupied by Israel
since 1967,

Reaffirming further the obligation of the
States parties to the Fourth Geneva
Conventioffunder articles 146, 147 and 148
with regard to penal sanctions, grave
breaches and responsibilities of the High
Contracting Parties,

Reaffirming that all States have the right and
the duty to take actions in conformity with

international law and international

humanitarian law to counter deadly acts of
violence against their civilian population in

order to protect the lives of their citizens,

Sressing the need for full compliance with
the Israeli-Palestinian agreements reached
within the context of the Middle East peace
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process, including the Sharm el-Sheikh
understandings, and the implementation of
the Quartet road map to a permanent two-

State solution to the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict,?

Sressing alsothe need for the full
implementation of the Agreement on

Movement and Access and the Agreed
Principles for the Rafah Crossing, both of 15
November 2005, to allow for the freedom of
movement of the Palestinian civilian
population within and into and out of the
Gaza Strip,

Expressing grave concernabout the
continuing systematic violation of the human
rights of the Palestinian people by Israel, the
occupying Power, including that arising
from the excessive use of force and military

operations causing death and injury to
Palestinian civilians, including children,
women and non-violent, peaceful

demonstrators; the arbitrary imprisonment
and detention of Palestinians; the use of
collective punishment; the closure of areas;
the confiscation of land; the establishment
and expansion of settlements; the
construction of a wall in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory in departure from the
Armistice Line of 1949; the destruction of
property and infrastructure; and all other
actions by it designed to change the legal
status, geographical nature and demographic
composition of the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, including East Jerusalem,

Gravely concernedin particular about the
critical humanitarian, socioeconomic and
security situation in the Gaza Strip,
including that resulting from the prolonged
closures and severe economic and movement
restrictions that in effect amount to a
blockade and from the continuing negative
repercussions of the military operations
between December 2008 and January 2009,
which caused extensive loss of life and



injury, particularly among Palestinian
civilians, including children and women,
widespread destruction and damage to

Palestinian  homes, properties, vital
infrastructure  and  public institutions,
including hospitals, schools and United
Nations facilities, and the internal

displacement of civilians, as well as about
the firing of rockets into Israel,

Sressing the need for the full
implementation by all parties of Security
Council resolution 1860 (2009) of 8 January
2009 and General Assembly resolution ES-
10/18 of 16 January 2009,

Gravely concerned by reports regarding
serious human rights violations and grave
breaches of international humanitarian law
committed during the military operations in
the Gaza Strip between December 2008 and
January 2009, including the findings in the
summary by the Secretary-General of the
report of the Board of Inquif§and in the
report of the United Nations Fact-finding
Mission on the Gaza Conflittand
reiterating the necessity for serious follow-
up by all parties of the recommendations
addressed to them towards ensuring
accountability and justice,

Expressing deep concern about the short-
and long-term detrimental impact of such
widespread destruction and the continued
impeding of the reconstruction process by
Israel, the occupying Power, on the human
rights situation and on the socioeconomic
and humanitarian conditions of the
Palestinian civilian population,

Also expressing deep concern about the
Israeli policy of closures and the imposition
of severe restrictions, checkpoints, several of
which have been transformed into structures
akin to permanent border crossings, and a
permit regime, all of which obstruct the
freedom of movement of persons and goods,
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including medical and humanitarian goods,
throughout the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, including East Jerusalem, and
impair the Territory’s contiguity,
consequently violating the human rights of
the Palestinian people and negatively
impacting their socioeconomic situation and
the efforts aimed at rehabilitating and
developing the Palestinian economy, which
remains that of a critical humanitarian
situation in the Gaza Strip, while taking note
of recent developments with regard to the
situation of access there,

Expressing grave concern that thousands of
Palestinians, including many children and
women, continue to be held in Israeli prisons
or detention centres under harsh conditions,
including, inter alia, unhygienic conditions,
solitary confinement, the extensive use of
administrative  detention of excessive
duration without charge and denial of due
process, lack of proper medical care, denial
of family visits and denial of due process,
that impair their well-being, and expressing
grave concern also about the ill-treatment
and harassment of any Palestinian prisoners
and all reports of torture,

Expressing deep concern about the recent
hunger strikes by numerous Palestinian
prisoners in protest of the harsh conditions
of their imprisonment and detention by the
occupying Power, while taking note of the
agreement reached in May 2012 on
conditions of detention in Israeli prisons and
caling for its full and immediate
implementation,

Expressing concern about the possible
consequences of the enactment by Israel, the
occupying Power, of military orders
regarding the detention, imprisonment and
deportation of Palestinian civilians from the
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including
East Jerusalem, and recalling in this regard
the  prohibition  under international



humanitarian law of the deportation of
civilians from occupied territories,

Convinced of the need for an international
presence to monitor the situation, to
contribute to ending the violence and
protecting the Palestinian civilian population
and to help the parties implement the
agreements reached, and in this regard
recalling the positive contribution of the
Temporary International Presence in
Hebron,

Taking note of the continued efforts and
tangible progress made in the security sector
by the Palestinian Authority, calling upon
the parties to continue cooperation that
benefits both Palestinians and Israelis, in
particular by promoting security and
building confidence, and expressing the
hope that such progress will be extended to
all major population centres,

Emphasizing the right of all people in the
region to the enjoyment of human rights as
enshrined in the international human rights
covenants,

1. Reiteratesthat all measures and actions
taken by Israel, the occupying Power, in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including
East Jerusalem, in violation of the relevant
provisions of the Geneva Convention
relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons
in Time of War, of 12 August 1948and
contrary to the relevant resolutions of the
Security Council, are illegal and have no
validity;

2.Demandsthat Israel, the occupying
Power, cease all practices and actions that
violate the human rights of the Palestinian
people, including the killing and injury of
civiians, the arbitrary detention and
imprisonment of civiians and the
destruction and confiscation of civilian
property, and that it fully respect human
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rights law and comply with its legal
obligations in this regard, including in
accordance with relevant United Nations
resolutions;

3.Also demandsthat Israel, the occupying
Power, comply fully with the provisions of
the Fourth Geneva Convention of 194&nd
cease immediately all measures and actions
taken in violation and in breach of the
Convention;

4.Calls wuponlisrael to resume full
cooperation with the Human Rights Council
and the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights;

5.Demandsthat Israel, the occupying
Power, cease all of its settlement activities,
the construction of the wall and any other
measures aimed at altering the character,
status and demographic composition of the
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including in
and around East Jerusalem, all of which,
inter alia, gravely and detrimentally impact
the human rights of the Palestinian people
and the prospects for a peaceful settlement;

6. Calls for urgent attention to the plight of
Palestinian prisoners and detainees in Israeli
jails, and calls for efforts between the two
sides for the further release of prisoners and
detainees;

7.Condemns all acts of violence, including
all acts of terror, provocation, incitement and
destruction, especially the excessive use of
force by the Israeli occupying forces against
Palestinian civilians, particularly in the Gaza
Strip, which have caused extensive loss of
life and vast numbers of injuries, including
among children, massive damage and
destruction to homes, properties, vital
infrastructure and public institutions,
including hospitals, schools and United
Nations facilities, and agricultural lands, and
internal displacement of civilians;



8. Expresses grave concern at the firing of
rockets against Israeli civilian areas resulting
in loss of life and injury;

full
Council

9.Reiterates its demandfor the
implementation of  Security

resolution 1860 (2009);

10.Demandsthat Israel, the occupying
Power, comply with its legal obligations
under international law, as mentioned in the
advisory opinion rendered on 9 July 2004 by
the International Court of Justiéand as
demanded in General Assembly resolutions
ES-10/15 and ES-10/13 of 21 October 2003,
and that it immediately cease the
construction of the wall in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory, including in and
around East Jerusalem, dismantle forthwith
the structure situated therein, repeal or
render ineffective all legislative and
regulatory acts relating thereto, and make
reparation for all damage caused by the
construction of the wall, which has gravely
impacted the human rights and the
socioeconomic living conditions of the
Palestinian people;

11.Reiteratesthe need for respect for the
territorial unity, contiguity and integrity of
all of the Occupied Palestinian Territory and
for guarantees of the freedom of movement
of persons and goods within the Palestinian
territory, including movement into and from
East Jerusalem, into and from the Gaza
Strip, between the West Bank and Gaza
Strip, and to and from the outside world;

12.Calls upon Israel, the occupying Power,

to cease its imposition of prolonged closures
and economic and movement restrictions,
including those amounting to a blockade on
the Gaza Strip, and in this regard to fully
implement the Agreement on Movement and
Access and the Agreed Principles for the
Rafah Crossing, both of 15 November 2005,
in order to allow for the sustained and
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regular movement of persons and goods and
for the acceleration of long overdue
reconstruction in the Gaza Strip;

13.Urges Member States to continue to
provide emergency assistance to the
Palestinian people to alleviate the financial
crisis and the dire socioeconomic and
humanitarian situation, particularly in the
Gaza Strip;

14.Emphasizesthe need to preserve and
develop the Palestinian institutions and
infrastructure for the provision of vital
public services to the Palestinian civilian
population and the promotion of human
rights, including civil, political, economic,
social and cultural rights;

15.Requests the Secretary-General to report
to the General Assembly at its sixty-eighth
session on the implementation of the present
resolution.

Notes

! Resolution 217 A (lIl).

2 See resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.

SUnited NationsTreaty Series, vol. 1577, No. 27531.
4See A/67/550.

SA/I67/372.

8 AJHRC/20/32; see also Al67/379.

7 See AJES-10/273 and Corr.1.

8 United Nations]reaty Series, vol. 75, No. 973.
95/2003/529, annex.

10 5ee A/63/855-S/2009/250.

HA/HRC/12/48.

Israeli settlements in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory, including East
Jerusalem, and the occupied Syrian Golan
(A/RES/67/120)

The General Assembly,

Guided by the principles of the Charter of
the United Nations, and affirming the
inadmissibility of the acquisition of territory
by force,



Recalling its relevant resolutions, including
resolution 66/78 of 9 December 2011, as
well as those resolutions adopted at its tenth
emergency special session,

Recalling also the relevant resolutions of the

Security Council, including resolutions 242

(1967) of 22 November 1967, 446 (1979) of
22 March 1979, 465 (1980) of 1 March

1980, 476 (1980) of 30 June 1980, 478
(1980) of 20 August 1980, 497 (1981) of 17
December 1981 and 904 (1994) of 18 March
1994,

Reaffirming the applicability of the Geneva
Convention relative to the Protection of
Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12
August 1949 to the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, including East Jerusalem, and to
the occupied Syrian Golan,

Affirming that the transfer by the occupying
Power of parts of its own civilian population
into the territory it occupies constitutes a
breach of the Fourth Geneva
Conventiofiand relevant provisions of

customary law, including those codified in
Additional Protocol ito the four Geneva

Conventions,

Recalling the advisory opinion rendered on 9
July 2004 by the International Court of
Justice on the legal consequences of the
construction of a wall in the Occupied
Palestinian Territorfand recalling also
General Assembly resolutions ES-10/15 of
20 July 2004 and ES-10/17 of 15 December
2006,

Noting that the International Court of Justice
concluded that “the Israeli settlements in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory (including
East Jerusalem) have been established in
breach of international law”,

Taking note of the recent reports of the
Special Rapporteur of the Human Rights
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Council on the situation of human rights in
the Palestinian territories occupied since
1967°

Recalling the Declaration of Principles on

Interim Self-Government Arrangements of
13 September 1998nd the subsequent

implementation agreements between the
Palestinian and Israeli sides,

Recalling alsothe Quartet road map to a
permanent two-State solution to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflictand emphasizing
specifically its call for a freeze on all
settlement activity, including so-called
natural growth, and the dismantlement of all
settlement outposts erected since March
2001, and the need for Israel to uphold its
obligations and commitments in this regard,

Awarethat Israeli settlement activities
involve, inter alia, the transfer of nationals of
the occupying Power into the occupied
territories, the confiscation of land, the
displacement of Palestinian families, the
exploitation of natural resources and other
actions against the Palestinian civilian
population and the civilian population in the
occupied Syrian Golan that are contrary to
international law,

Bearing in mind the extremely detrimental
impact of Israeli settlement policies,
decisions and activities on the efforts to
resume and advance the peace process, on
the credibility of the peace process and on
the prospects for the achievement of peace in
the Middle East in accordance with the two-
State solution of Israel and Palestine, living
side by side in peace and security within
recognized borders, on the basis of the pre-
1967 borders,

Expressing grave concernabout the

continuation by Israel, the occupying Power,
of settlement activities in the Occupied
Palestinian  Territory, including East



Jerusalem, in violation of international
humanitarian law, relevant United Nations
resolutions, the agreements reached between
the parties and obligations under the Quartet
road map, and in defiance of the calls by the

international community to cease all
settlement activities,
Expressing grave concern in

particular about Israel's construction and
expansion of settlements in and around
occupied East Jerusalem, including its so-
called E-1 plan that aims to connect its
illegal settlements around and further isolate
occupied East Jerusalem, the continuing
demolition of Palestinian homes and eviction
of Palestinian families from the city, the
revocation of Palestinian residency rights in
the city, and ongoing settlement activities in
the Jordan Valley,

Expressing grave concernabout the
continuing unlawful construction by Israel of
the wall inside the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, including in and around East
Jerusalem, and expressing its concern in
particular about the route of the wall in
departure from the Armistice Line of 1949,
which is causing humanitarian hardship and
a serious decline of socioeconomic
conditions for the Palestinian people, is
fragmenting the territorial contiguity of the
Territory and undermining its viability, and
could prejudge future negotiations and make
the two-State solution physically impossible
to implement,

Deeply concerned that the wall’'s route has
been traced in such a way as to include the
great majority of the Israeli settlements in
the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including
East Jerusalem,

Deploring settlement  activities in  the
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including
East Jerusalem, and in the occupied Syrian
Golan and any activities involving the
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confiscation of land, the disruption of the
livelihood of protected persons and the de
facto annexation of land,

Recallingthe need to end all acts of
violence, including acts of terror,
provocation, incitement and destruction,

Gravely concerned about the rising incidents
of violence, destruction, harassment,
provocation and incitement by illegal armed
Israeli settlers in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, including East Jerusalem, against
Palestinian civilians, including children, and
their properties, including historic and
religious sites, and agricultural lands,

Taking note of the relevant reports of the
Secretary-Generdl,

Noting the special meeting of the Security
Council convened on 26 September 2008, as
well as the meeting of the Council of 18
February 2011,

1. Reaffirmsthat the Israeli settlements in
the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including
East Jerusalem, and in the occupied Syrian
Golan are illegal and an obstacle to peace
and economic and social development;

2.Calls uponIsrael to accept the de jure
applicability of the Geneva Convention
relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons
in Time of War, of 12 August 194810 the
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including
East Jerusalem, and to the occupied Syrian
Golan and to abide scrupulously by the
provisions of the Convention, in particular
article 49, and to comply with all of its
obligations under international law and cease
immediately all actions causing the
alteration of the character, status and
demographic composition of the Occupied
Palestinian  Territory, including East
Jerusalem, and of the occupied Syrian
Golan;



3. Reiteratesits demand for the immediate
and complete cessation of all Israeli
settlement activities in all of the Occupied
Palestinian  Territory, including East
Jerusalem, and in the occupied Syrian
Golan, and calls in this regard for the full
implementation of all the relevant
resolutions of the Security Council,
including, inter alia, resolutions 446 (1979),
452 (1979) of 20 July 1979, 465 (1980), 476
(1980) and 1515 (2003) of 19 November
2003;

4.Demandsthat Israel, the occupying
Power, comply with its legal obligations, as
mentioned in the advisory opinion rendered
on 9 July 2004 by the International Court of
Justice®

5. Reiterates its call for the prevention of all
acts of violence, destruction, harassment and
provocation by Israeli settlers, especially
against Palestinian civilians and their
properties, including historic and religious
sites, and agricultural lands, and stresses the
need for the implementation of Security
Council resolution 904 (1994), in which the
Council called upon Israel, the occupying
Power, to continue to take and implement
measures, including confiscation of arms,
aimed at preventing illegal acts of violence
by Israeli settlers, and called for measures to
be taken to guarantee the safety and
protection of the Palestinian civilians in the
occupied territory;

6. Requeststhe Secretary-General to report
to the General Assembly at its sixty-eighth
session on the implementation of the present
resolution.

Notes

United Nations[Treaty Series, vol. 75, No. 973.
?lbid., vol. 1125, No. 17512.

% Ibid., vol. 75, Nos. 970-973.

4 See A/ES-10/273 and Corr.1.

® Ibid., advisory opinion para. 120.
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SA/HRC/20/32; see also A/67/379.

7 AIA8/486-S/26560, annex.

85/2003/529, annex.

SAI67/332, A.67.337, AI67/372, AI67/375 and A/67/511

Applicability of the Geneva Convention
relative to the Protection of Civilian
Persons in Time of War, of 12 August
1949, to the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, including East Jerusalem, and
the other occupied Arab territories
(A/RES/67/119)

The General Assembly,

Recalling its relevant resolutions, including
resolution 66/77 of 9 December 2011,

Bearing in mind the relevant resolutions of
the Security Council,

Recalling the Regulations annexed to the
Hague Convention IV of 1907the Geneva

Convention relative to the Protection of
Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12
August 194 and relevant provisions of
customary law, including those codified in
Additional Protocol ito the four Geneva

Conventiong,

Having considered the report of the Special
Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices
Affecting the Human Rights of the
Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the
Occupied Territorieaand the relevant
reports of the Secretary-Genetal,

Considering that the promotion of respect

for the obligations arising from the Charter
of the United Nations and other instruments
and rules of international law is among the
basic purposes and principles of the United
Nations,

Recalling the advisory opinion rendered on 9
July 2004 by the International Court of
Justice’and  also  recalling  General



Assembly resolution ES-10/15 of 20 July
2004,

Noting in particular the Court's reply,
including that the Fourth Geneva
Conventiorf is applicable in the Occupied
Palestinian  Territory, including East
Jerusalem, and that Israel is in breach of
several of the provisions of the Convention,

Recalling the Conference of High
Contracting Parties to the Fourth Geneva
Convention on measures to enforce the
Convention in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, including East Jerusalem, held on
15 July 1999, as well as the Declaration
adopted by the reconvened Conference on 5
December 2001 and the need for the parties
to follow up the implementation of the
Declaration,

Welcoming and encouraging the initiatives
by States parties to the Convention, both
individually and collectively, according to
article 1 common to the four Geneva
Conventions, aimed at ensuring respect for
the Convention, as well as the continuing
efforts of the depositary State of the Geneva
Conventions in this regard,

Sressing that Israel, the occupying Power,
should comply strictly with its obligations
under  international law, including
international humanitarian law,

1. Reaffirmsthat the Geneva Convention
relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons
in Time of War, of 12 August 194ds
applicable to the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, including East Jerusalem, and
other Arab territories occupied by Israel
since 1967;

2. Demandsthat Israel accept the de jure
applicability of the Convention in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including
East Jerusalem, and other Arab territories
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occupied by Israel since 1967, and that it
comply scrupulously with the provisions of
the Convention;

3. Calls upon all High Contracting Parties to
the Convention, in accordance with article 1
common to the four Geneva
Conventiondand as mentioned in the
advisory opinion of the International Court
of Justice of 9 July 20040 continue to
exert all efforts to ensure respect for its
provisions by Israel, the occupying Power,
in the Occupied Palestinian Territory,
including East Jerusalem, and other Arab
territories occupied by Israel since 1967,

4. Reiterates the need for speedy
implementation of the relevant
recommendations  contained in  the
resolutions adopted by the General

Assembly, including at its tenth emergency
special session and including resolution ES-
10/15, with regard to ensuring respect by
Israel, the occupying Power, for the
provisions of the Convention;

5. Requeststhe Secretary-General to report
to the General Assembly at its sixty-eighth
session on the implementation of the present
resolution.

Notes

1 See Carnegie Endowment for International Pedue, T
Hague Conventions and Declarations of 1899 and
1907 (New York, Oxford University Press, 1915).

2 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, No. 973.

3 Ibid., vol. 1125, No. 17512.

4lbid., vol. 75, Nos. 970-973.

5See A/67/550.

6 A/67/332, AI67/338, A/67/372, AI67/375 and A/6715
7See A/IES-10/273 and Corr.1.



Work of the Special Committee to
Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the
Human Rights of the Palestinian People

and Other Arabs of the Occupied

Territories (A/RES/66/76)

The General Assembly,

Guided by the purposes and principles of the
Charter of the United Nations,

Guided also by international humanitarian
law, in particular the Geneva Convention
relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons
in Time of War, of 12 August 1949%s well

as international standards of human rights, in
particular the Universal Declaration of
Human Rightsand the International
Covenants on Human Righ°ts,

Recalling its relevant resolutions, including
resolutions 2443 (XXIIl) of 19 December
1968 and 66/76 of 9 December 2011, and the
relevant resolutions of the Commission on
Human Rights and the Human Rights
Council, including resolution S-12/1,
adopted by the Council at its twelfth special
session on 16 October 2069,

Recalling also the relevant resolutions of the
Security Council,

Taking into account the advisory opinion
rendered on 9 July 2004 by the International
Court of Justice on the legal consequences of
the construction of a wall in the Occupied
Palestinian Territoryand recalling in this
regard its resolution ES-10/15 of 20 July
2004,

Recalling its resolution 58/292 of 6 May
2004,

Convinced that occupation itself represents a
gross and grave violation of human rights,
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Gravely concerned about the continuing
detrimental impact of ongoing unlawful
Israeli practices and measures in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including
East Jerusalem, including the excessive use
of force by the Israeli occupying forces
against Palestinian civilians, resulting in the
death and injury of civilians, the widespread
destruction of property and vital
infrastructure, ongoing settlement activities
and construction of the wall, the internal
displacement of civilians, the imposition of
collective punishment measures, particularly
against the civilian population in the Gaza
Strip, where continuing severe restrictions
on movement amount to a blockade, and the
detention and imprisonment of thousands of
Palestinians,

Gravely concerned alsoabout acts of
violence, intimidation and provocation by
Israeli settlers against Palestinian civilians
and properties, including homes, mosques,
churches and agricultural lands,

Gravely concerned in particular by reports
regarding serious human rights violations
and grave breaches of international
humanitarian law committed during the
military operations in the Gaza Strip
between December 2008 and January 2009,
including the findings in the summary by the
Secretary-General of the report of the Board
of Inquir’and in the report of the United
Nations Fact-Finding Mission on the Gaza
Conflict,”and reiterating the necessity for
serious follow-up by all parties to the
recommendations addressed to them towards
ensuring accountability and justice,

Having considered the report of the Special
Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices
Affecting the Human Rights of the
Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the
Occupied Territoriedand the relevant
reports of the Secretary-Genetal,



Recalling the Declaration of Principles on

Interim Self-Government Arrangements of
13 September 19%%nd the subsequent

implementation agreements between the
Palestinian and Israeli sides,

Sressing the urgency of bringing a complete
end to the Israeli occupation that began in
1967 and thus an end to the violation of the
human rights of the Palestinian people, and
of allowing for the realization of their
inalienable human rights, including their
right to self-determination and their
independent State,

Taking note of the application of Palestine
for admission to membership in the United
Nations, submitted on 23 September 28"11,

1.Commendsthe Special Committee to
Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the
Human Rights of the Palestinian People and
Other Arabs of the Occupied Territories for
its efforts in performing the tasks assigned to
it by the General Assembly and for its
impartiality;

2.Reiterates its demand that Israel, the
occupying Power, cooperate, in accordance
with its obligations as a State Member of the
United Nations, with the Special Committee
in implementing its mandate;

3. Deploresthose policies and practices of
Israel that violate the human rights of the
Palestinian people and other Arabs of the
occupied territories, as reflected in the report
of the Special Committee covering the
reporting period:

4. Expresses grave concern about the critical
situation in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, including East Jerusalem,
particularly in the Gaza Strip, as a result of
unlawful Israeli practices and measures, and
especially condemns and calls for the
immediate cessation of all illegal Israeli
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settlement activities and the construction of
the wall, as well as the excessive and
indiscriminate use of force against the
civiian population, the destruction and
confiscation of properties, all measures of
collective punishment, and the detention and
imprisonment of thousands of civilians;

5. Requeststhe Special Committee, pending
complete termination of the Israel
occupation, to continue to investigate Israeli
policies and practices in the Occupied
Palestinian  Territory, including East
Jerusalem, and other Arab territories
occupied by lIsrael since 1967, especially
Israeli violations of the Geneva Convention
relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons
in Time of War, of 12 August 194%nd to
consult, as appropriate, with the
International Committee of the Red Cross
according to its regulations in order to
ensure that the welfare and human rights of
the peoples of the occupied territories are
safeguarded and to report to the Secretary-
General as soon as possible and whenever
the need arises thereatfter;

6.Also requeststhe Special Committee to
submit regularly to the Secretary-General
periodic reports on the current situation in
the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including
East Jerusalem;

7. Further requests the Special Committee to
continue to investigate the treatment and
status of the thousands of prisoners and
detainees, including children and women, in
Israeli prisons and detention centres in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including
East Jerusalem, and other Arab territories
occupied by Israel since 1967, and expresses
grave concern about harsh conditions and ill-
treatment of prisoners and recent hunger
strikes, while taking note of the agreement
reached on May 2012 concerning conditions
of detention in Israeli prisons and calling for
its full and immediate implementation;



8. Requests the Secretary-General:

(@) To provide the Special Committee with
all necessary facilities, including those
required for its visits to the occupied
territories, so that it may investigate the
Israeli policies and practices referred to in
the present resolution;

(b) To continue to make available such staff
as may be necessary to assist the Special
Committee in the performance of its tasks;

(c) To circulate regularly to Member States
the periodic reports mentioned in paragraph
6 above;

(d) To ensure the widest circulation of the
reports of the Special Committee and of
information regarding its activities and
findings, by all means available, through the
Department of Public Information of the
Secretariat and, where necessary, to reprint
those reports of the Special Committee that
are no longer available;

(e) To report to the General Assembly at its
sixty-eighth session on the tasks entrusted to
him in the present  resolution;
9.Decidesto include in the provisional
agenda of its sixty-eighth session the item
entitled “Report of the Special Committee to
Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the
Human Rights of the Palestinian People and
Other Arabs of the Occupied Territories”.

Notes

United Nations[Treaty Series, vol. 75, No. 973.

2 Resolution 217 A (111).

% Resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.

4SeeOfficial Records of the General Assembly, Sixty-fourth
Session, Supplement No. 53A (A/64/53/Add.1), chap. I.
°See A/ES-10/273 and Corr.1.

® See A/63/855-5/2009/250.

"AJHRC/12/48.

8A/67/550.

° A/67/332, A/67/338, AI67/372, AI67/375 and A/67151
100/48/486-S/26560, annex.

1A/66/371-S/2011/592.
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Palestine refugees’ properties and their
revenues (A/RES/67/117)

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 194 (lll) of 11
December 1948 and 36/146 C of 16
December 1981 and all its subsequent
resolutions on the question,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-
General submitted pursuant to its resolution
66/75 of 9 December 2011as well as that
of the United Nations Conciliation
Commission for Palestine for the period
from 1 September 2011 to 31 August 2612,

Recalling that the Universal Declaration of
Human Rightdand the principles of

international law uphold the principle that no
one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his or her

property,

Recalling in particular its resolution 394 (V)

of 14 December 1950, in which it directed
the Conciliation Commission, in
consultation with the parties concerned, to
prescribe measures for the protection of the
rights, property and interests of the Palestine
refugees,

Noting the completion of the programme of
identification and evaluation of Arab

property, as announced by the Conciliation
Commission in its twenty-second progress
report? and the fact that the Land Office had
a schedule of Arab owners and a file of
documents defining the location, area and
other particulars of Arab property,

Expressing its  appreciationfor  the
preservation and modernization of the
existing records, including the land records,
of the Conciliation Commission, and
stressing the importance of such records for
a just resolution of the plight of the Palestine



refugees in conformity with resolution 194

(i,

Recalling that, in the framework of the
Middle East peace process, the Palestine
Liberation Organization and the Government
of Israel agreed, in the Declaration of
Principles on Interim Self-Government
Arrangements of 13 September 1998,
commence negotiations on permanent status
issues, including the important issue of the
refugees,

1. Reaffirms that the Palestine refugees are
entitled to their property and to the income
derived therefrom, in conformity with the

principles of equity and justice;

2. Requests the Secretary-General to take all
appropriate steps, in consultation with the
United Nations Conciliation Commission for
Palestine, for the protection of Arab
property, assets and property rights in Israel;

3. Calls once again upon Israel to render all
facilities and assistance to the Secretary-
General in the implementation of the present
resolution;

4. Calls upon all the parties concerned to
provide the Secretary-General with any
pertinent information in their possession
concerning Arab property, assets and
property rights in Israel that would assist
him in the implementation of the present
resolution;

5. Urgesthe Palestinian and Israeli sides, as
agreed between them, to deal with the
important issue of Palestine refugees’
properties and their revenues within the
framework of the final status negotiations of
the Middle East peace process;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to report
to the General Assembly at its sixty-eighth
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session on the implementation of the present
resolution.

Notes

1A/67/334.

2A/67/343, annex.

3 Resolution 217 A (IlI).

4 Official Records of the General Assembly, Nineteenth
Session, Annexes, Annex No. 11, document A/5700.
SA/48/486-S/26560, annex.

Operations of the United Nations Relief
and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees
in the Near East
(A/RES/67/116)

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 194 (lll) of 11
December 1948, 212 (lll) of 19 November
1948, 302 (IV) of 8 December 1949 and all
subsequent related resolutions, including its
resolution 66/74 of 9 December 2011,

Recalling also the relevant resolutions of the
Security Council,

Having consideredthe report of the
Commissioner-General of the United
Nations Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees in the Near East covering
the period from 1 January to 31 December
20117

Taking note of the letter dated 19 June 2012
from the Chair of the Advisory Commission
of the Agency to the Commissioner-
Generaf,

Deeply concerned about the extremely
critical financial situation of the Agency,



caused in part by the structural underfunding
of the Agency, as well as its rising
expenditures resulting from the deterioration
of the socioeconomic and humanitarian
conditions and the rising instability in the
region and their significant negative impact
on the provision of necessary Agency
services to the Palestine refugees, including
its emergency-related and development
programmes in all fields of operation,

Recalling Articles 100, 104 and 105 of the
Charter of the United Nations and the
Convention on the Privileges and
Immunities of the United Natiors,

Recalling also the Convention on the Safety
of United Nations and Associated
Personnef,

Affirming the applicability of the Geneva
Convention relative to the Protection of
Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12
August 1949to the Palestinian territory
occupied since 1967, including East
Jerusalem,

Aware of the continuing needs of the
Palestine refugees in all fields of operation,
namely, Jordan, Lebanon, the Syrian Arab
Republic and the Occupied Palestinian
Territory,

Gravely concerned about the extremely
difficult socioeconomic conditions being
faced by the Palestine refugees in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including
East Jerusalem, particularly in the refugee
camps in the Gaza Strip, as a result of the
continuing prolonged Israeli closures, the
construction of settlements and the wall, and

the severe economic and movement
restrictions that in effect amount to a
blockade, which have deepened

unemployment and poverty rates among the
refugees with potentially lasting, long-term
negative effects,
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Gravely concerned also about the continuing
negative repercussions of the military
operations in the Gaza Strip between
December 2008 and January 2009, which
caused extensive loss of life and injury,
particularly among Palestinian civilians,
including children and women; widespread
destruction and damage to Palestinian
homes, properties, vital infrastructure and
public institutions, including hospitals,
schools and United Nations facilities; and
internal displacement of civilians, including
refugees,

Commending the extraordinary efforts by the

Agency to provide emergency relief,
medical, food, shelter and other
humanitarian assistance to needy and

displaced families in the Gaza Strip,

Recalling, in this regard, its resolution ES-
10/18 of 16 January 2009 and Security
Council resolution 1860 (2009) of 8 January
2009,

Expressing regretover the continued
restrictions that impede the Agency'’s efforts
to repair and rebuild thousands of damaged
or destroyed refugee shelters, and calling
upon Israel to ensure the unimpeded import
of essential construction materials into the
Gaza Strip, while taking note of recent
developments regarding the situation of
access there,

Expressing concern about the severe
classroom shortage in the Gaza Strip and the
consequent negative impact on the right to
education of refugee children as a result of
the constraints on the ability of the Agency
to construct new schools due to Israel's
ongoing restrictions impeding the entry of
necessary construction materials into the
Gaza Strip,

Sressingthe  urgent need for the
advancement of reconstruction in the Gaza



Strip, including by ensuring the timely
facilitation of construction projects as well
as the swift entry of construction materials
needed for projects managed by the Agency,
and the need for the accelerated
implementation of other urgent United
Nations-led civilian reconstruction activities,

Urgingthe  timely  disbursement  of
remaining pledges made at the International
Conference in Support of the Palestinian
Economy for the Reconstruction of Gaza,
held in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, on 2 March
2009, to accelerate the reconstruction
process,

Noting with appreciation the completion of
the first phase and near-completion of the
second phase of the project to rebuild the
Nahr el-Bared refugee camp, commending
the Government of Lebanon, donors, the
Agency and other concerned parties for the
important progress made and for the
continuing efforts to assist affected and
displaced refugees, and emphasizing the
need for additional funding to complete the
reconstruction of the camp and end the
displacement of its 27,000 residents without
delay,

Expressing deep concern at the situation of
Palestine refugees in the Syrian Arab
Republic, and regretting profoundly the loss

of life among refugees and the staff
members of the Agency,
Emphasizingthe need for increased

assistance to Palestine refugees in the Syrian
Arab Republic as well as those who have
fled to neighbouring countries,

Aware of the valuable work done by the
Agency in providing protection to the
Palestinian people, in particular Palestine
refugees,
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Deploring the endangerment of the safety of
the Agency's staff and the damage and
destruction caused to the facilities and
properties of the Agency during the period
covered by the report of the Commissioner-
General,

Deploring also, in particular, the extensive
damage and destruction of Agency facilities
in the Gaza Strip caused during the military
operations between December 2008 and
January 2009, including schools where
civilians were sheltered and the Agency’s
main compound and warehouse, as reported
in the summary by the Secretary-General of
the report of the Board of Inqufignd in the
report of the United Nations Fact-finding
Mission on the Gaza Confliét,

Deploring further, in this regard, the

breaches of the inviolability of United

Nations premises, the failure to accord the
property and assets of the Organization
immunity from any form of interference and
the failure to protect United Nations
personnel, premises and property,

Deploring the killing and injury of Agency
staff members by the Israeli occupying
forces in the Occupied Palestinian Territory
since September 2000,

Deploring also the killing and wounding of
refugee children in the Agency schools by
the Israeli occupying forces during the
military operations between December 2008
and January 2009,

Deeply concerned about the continuing
imposition of restrictions on the freedom of
movement and access of the Agency’s staff,
vehicles and goods, and the injury,
harassment and intimidation of the Agency’s
staff, which undermine and obstruct the
work of the Agency, including its ability to
provide essential basic and emergency
services,



Aware of the agreement between the Agency
and the Government of Israel,

Taking note of the agreement reached on 24

June 1994, embodied in an exchange of
letters between the Agency and the Palestine
Liberation Organizatiofi,

1. Reaffirms that the effective functioning of
the United Nations Relief and Works
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near

East remains essential in all fields of
operation;
2.Expresses its  appreciationto  the

Commissioner-General of the Agency, as
well as to all the staff of the Agency, for
their tireless efforts and valuable work,
particularly in the light of the difficult
conditions, instability and crises faced
during the past year;

3. Expresses special commendationto the
Agency for the essential role that it has
played for over 60 years since its
establishment in providing vital services for
the well-being, human development and
protection of the Palestine refugees and the
amelioration of their plight;

4.Expresses its appreciation for  the
important support and cooperation provided
by the host Governments to the Agency in
the discharge of its duties;

5.Als0 expresses its appreciationto the
Advisory Commission of the Agency, and
requests it to continue its efforts and to keep
the General Assembly informed of its
activities;

6. Takes note with appreciation of the report

of the Working Group on the Financing of
the Agencyand the efforts to assist in
ensuring the financial security of the
Agency, and requests the Secretary-General
to provide the necessary services and

-25 -

assistance to the Working Group for the
conduct of its work;

7. Commends the Agency’s six-year
Medium-Term Strategy, which commenced
in January 2010, and the continuing efforts
of the Commissioner-General to increase the
budgetary transparency and efficiency of the
Agency, as reflected in the Agency's
programme budget for the biennium 2012—
2013;°

8. Also commends the Agency for sustaining
its reform efforts, despite difficult
operational circumstances, and urges it to
continue to apply maximum efficiency
procedures to reduce operational and
administrative costs and to maximize the use
of resources;

9. Takes note with appreciation of the report

of the Secretary-General on the
strengthening of the management capacity of
the Agency;'and further urges all Member
States to carefully consider its conclusions
and recommendations, including the
continued provision of financial resources
from the regular budget of the United
Nations;

10. Endorses the efforts of the
Commissioner-General to continue to
provide humanitarian assistance, as far as
practicable, on an emergency basis, and as a
temporary measure, to persons in the area
who are internally displaced and in serious
need of continued assistance as a result of
recent crises in the Agency's fields of
operation;

11.Encouragesthe Agency to provide

increased assistance, in accordance with its
mandate, to affected Palestine refugees in
the Syrian Arab Republic as well as those
who have fled to neighbouring countries, as
detailed in the consolidated humanitarian
response plan for the Syrian Arab Republic,



and calls upon donors to urgently support the
Agency in this regard;

12.Welcomes the progress made thus far by
the Agency in rebuilding the Nahr el-Bared
refugee camp in northern Lebanon, and calls
for the expeditious completion of its
reconstruction, for the continued provision
of relief assistance to those displaced
following its destruction in 2007 and for the
alleviation of their ongoing suffering
through the timely fulfilment of pledges
made at the International Donor Conference
for the Recovery and Reconstruction of the
Nahr el-Bared Palestine Refugee Camp and
Conflict-affected Areas of Northern
Lebanon, held in Vienna on 23 June 2008;

13.Encouragesthe  Agency, in close
cooperation with other relevant United
Nations entities, to continue making
progress in addressing the needs and rights
of children, women and persons with
disabilities in its operations in accordance
with the Convention on the Rights of the
Child,*?the Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Discrimination against
Womert*and the Convention on the Rights
of Persons with Disabilitie¥ respectively;

14.Commends, in this regard, the Agency’s

“Summer Games” initiative providing

recreational, cultural and educational
activities for children in the Gaza Strip and,
recognizing its positive contribution, calls
for full support of the initiative, expressing
regret that financial constraints led to the
cancellation of the Games in 2012,

15. Calls upon Israel, the occupying Power,
to comply fully with the provisions of the
Geneva Convention relative to the Protection
of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12
August 1949

16.Also calls uponlisrael to abide by
Articles 100, 104 and 105 of the Charter of
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the United Nations and the Convention on
the Privileges and Immunities of the United
Nations in order to ensure the safety of the
personnel of the Agency, the protection of
its institutions and the safeguarding of the
security of its facilities in the Occupied

Palestinian  Territory, including East
Jerusalem;
17.Urgesthe Government of Israel to

expeditiously reimburse the Agency for all
transit charges incurred and other financial
losses sustained as a result of delays and
restricions on movement and access
imposed by Israel,

18.Calls upon Israel particularly to cease
obstructing the movement and access of the
staff, vehicles and supplies of the Agency
and to cease the levying of taxes, extra fees
and charges, which affect the Agency’'s
operations detrimentally;

19. Reiterates its call upon Israel to fully lift

the restrictions impeding or delaying the

import of necessary construction materials
and supplies for the reconstruction and
repair of thousands of damaged or destroyed
refugee shelters, and for the implementation
of suspended civilian infrastructure projects

in refugee camps in the Gaza Strip, while
noting the commencement of several

projects in this regard;

20.Requeststhe Commissioner-General to
proceed with the issuance of identification
cards for Palestine refugees and their
descendants in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory;

21.Notes with appreciation the completion

of the Palestine Refugee Records Project and
its contribution to the modernization of the
Agency'’s archives;

22.Also notes with appreciation the success
of the Agency’s microfinance programme,



and calls upon the Agency, in close
cooperation with the relevant agencies, to
continue to contribute to the development of
the economic and social stability of the
Palestine refugees in all fields of operation;

23.Reiterates its appealsto all States, the
specialized agencies and non governmental
organizations to continue and to augment the

special allocations for grants and
scholarships for higher education to
Palestine refugees in addition to their

contributions to the regular budget of the
Agency and to contribute to the

establishment of vocational training centres
for Palestine refugees, and requests the
Agency to act as the recipient and trustee for
the special allocations for grants and
scholarships;

24.Urges all States, the specialized agencies
and non-governmental organizations to
urgently increase their contributions to the
Agency in order to address the persistent,
growing and serious financial constraints
and underfunding, especially with respect to
the Agency’s regular budget deficit, noting

that financial shortfalls have been

exacerbated by the current humanitarian
situation and instability on the ground that

have resulted in rising expenditures, in

particular with regard to emergency services,
and to support the Agency’s valuable and
necessary work in assisting the Palestine
refugees in all fields of operation.

Notes

'Official Records of the General Assembly, Sixty-seventh
Session, Supplement No. 13 (A/67/13).

2|bid., pp. vi to viii.

3Resolution 22 A (1).

4United NationsJreaty Series, vol. 2051, No. 35457.
*lpid., vol. 75, No. 973.

®See A/63/855-5/2009/250.

'A/HRC/12/48.

80fficial Records of the General Assembly, Forty-ninth
Session, Supplement No. 13 (A/49/13), annex I.
AI67/382.

00fficial Records of the General Assembly, Sixty-sixth
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Session, Supplement No. 13A (A/66/13/Add.1).
YA/65/705.

12United NationsTreaty Series, vol. 1577, No. 27531.
Bbid., vol. 1249, No. 20378.

¥bid., vol. 2515, No. 44910.

Persons displaced as a result of the June
1967 and subsequent hostilities
(A/RES/67/115)

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 2252 (ES-V) of 4
July 1967, 2341 B (XXII) of 19 December
1967 and all subsequent related resolutions,

Recalling also Security Council resolutions
237 (1967) of 14 June 1967 and 259 (1968)
of 27 September 1968,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-
General submitted in pursuance of its
resolution 66/73 of 9 December 2011,

Taking note also of the report of the
Commissioner-General of the United

Nations Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees in the Near East covering
the period from 1 January to 31 December
20112

Concerned about the continuing human
suffering resulting from the June 1967 and
subsequent hostilities,

Taking note of the relevant provisions of the
Declaration of Principles on Interim Self-
Government Arrangements of 13 September
1993 with regard to the modalities for the
admission of persons displaced in 1967, and
concerned that the process agreed upon has
not yet been effected,

1. Reaffirms the right of all persons
displaced as a result of the June 1967 and
subsequent hostilities to return to their



homes or former places of residence in the
territories occupied by Israel since 1967;

2. Sresses the necessity for an accelerated
return of displaced persons, and calls for
compliance with the mechanism agreed upon
by the parties in article XII of the

Declaration of Principles on Interim Self-
Government Arrangements of 13 September
1993 on the return of displaced persons;

3. Endorses, in the meantime, the efforts of
the Commissioner-General of the United
Nations Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees in the Near East to
continue to provide humanitarian assistance,
as far as practicable, on an emergency basis,
and as a temporary measure, to persons in
the area who are currently displaced and in
serious need of continued assistance as a
result of the June 1967 and subsequent
hostilities;

4. Srongly appeals to all Governments and
to organizations and individuals to
contribute generously to the Agency and to
the other intergovernmental and non
governmental organizations concerned for
the above-mentioned purposes;

5. Requests the Secretary-General, after
consulting with the Commissioner-General,
to report to the General Assembly before its
sixty-eighth session on the progress made
with regard to the implementation of the
present resolution.

Notes

'A/67/331.

“Official Records of the General Assembly, Sixty-
seventh Session, Supplement No. 13 (A/67/13).
$A/A8/486-S/26560, annex.
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Assistance to Palestine refugees
(A/RES/67/114)

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 194 (lll) of 11
December 1948 and all its subsequent
resolutions on the question, including
resolution 66/72 of 9 December 2011,

Recalling alsoits resolution 302 (IV) of 8
December 1949, by which, inter alia, it
established the United Nations Relief and
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the
Near East,

Recalling further the relevant resolutions of
the Security Council,

Aware of the fact that, for more than six
decades, the Palestine refugees have suffered
from the loss of their homes, lands and
means of livelihood,

Affirming the imperative of resolving the
problem of the Palestine refugees for the
achievement of justice and for the
achievement of lasting peace in the region,

Acknowledging the essential role that the
Agency has played for over 60 years since
its establishment in ameliorating the plight
of the Palestine refugees through the
provision of education, health, relief and
social services and ongoing work in the
areas of camp infrastructure, microfinance,
protection and emergency assistance,

Taking noteof the report of the
Commissioner-General of the Agency
covering the period from 1 January to 31
December 2011

Aware of the continuing needs of the
Palestine refugees throughout all the fields
of operation, namely, Jordan, Lebanon, the



Syrian Arab Republic and the Occupied
Palestinian Territory,

Expressing grave concern at the especially
difficult situation of the Palestine refugees
under occupation, including with regard to
their safety, well-being and socioeconomic
living conditions,

Expressing grave concern in particular at
the critical humanitarian situation and
socioeconomic conditions of the Palestine
refugees in the Gaza Strip, and underlining
the importance of emergency and
humanitarian  assistance and  urgent
reconstruction efforts,

Noting the signing of the Declaration of
Principles on Interim Self-Government
Arrangements on 13 September 18Bg the
Government of Israel and the Palestine
Liberation Organization and the subsequent
implementation agreements,

1.Notes with regretthat repatriation or
compensation of the refugees, as provided
for in paragraph 11 of General Assembly
resolution 194 (lll), has not yet been
effected, and that, therefore, the situation of
the Palestine refugees continues to be a
matter of grave concern and the Palestine
refugees continue to require assistance to
meet basic health, education and living
needs;

2.Also notes with regretthat the United
Nations Conciliation Commission for
Palestine has been unable to find a means of
achieving progress in the implementation of
paragraph 11 of General Assembly
resolution 194 (1ll), and reiterates its request
to the Conciliation Commission to continue
exerting efforts towards the implementation
of that paragraph and to report to the
Assembly on the efforts being exerted in this
regard as appropriate, but no later than 1
September 2013;
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3. Affirms the necessity for the continuation

of the work of the United Nations Relief and

Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the
Near East and the importance of its
unimpeded operation and its provision of
services for the well-being and human

development of the Palestine refugees and
for the stability of the region, pending the

just resolution of the question of the

Palestine refugees;

4.Calls uponall donors to continue to
strengthen their efforts to meet the
anticipated needs of the Agency, including
with regard to increased expenditures arising
from the serious socioeconomic and
humanitarian situation and instability in the
region, particularly in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory, and those needs
mentioned in recent emergency appeals and
in the consolidated humanitarian response
plan for the Syrian Arab Republic;

5. Commends the Agency for its provision of
vital assistance to the Palestine refugees and
its role as a stabilizing factor in the region
and the tireless efforts of the staff of the
Agency in carrying out its mandate.

Notes

1. Official Records of the General Assembly, Sixty-seventh
Session, Supplement No. 13 (A/67/13).
2. Al48/486-5/26560, annex.

Jerusalem
(A/RES/67/24)

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 181 (lI) of 29
November 1947, in particular its provisions
regarding the City of Jerusalem,

Recalling also its resolution 36/120 E of 10
December 1981 and all its subsequent
relevant resolutions, including resolution



56/31 of 3 December 2001, in which it, inter
alia, determined that all legislative and
administrative measures and actions taken
by Israel, the occupying Power, which have
altered or purported to alter the character and
status of the Holy City of Jerusalem, in
particular the so called “Basic Law” on
Jerusalem and the proclamation of Jerusalem
as the capital of Israel, were null and void
and must be rescinded forthwith,

Recalling further the Security Council
resolutions relevant to Jerusalem, including
resolution 478 (1980) of 20 August 1980, in
which the Council, inter alia, decided not to
recognize the “Basic Law” on Jerusalem,

Recalling the advisory opinion rendered on 9
July 2004 by the International Court of
Justice on théegal Consequences of the
Construction of a Wall in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory," and recalling its
resolution ES-10/15 of 20 July 2004,

Expressing its grave concernabout any
action taken by any body, governmental or
non-governmental, in violation of the above-
mentioned resolutions,

Expressing its grave concern also, in
particular, about the continuation by Israel,
the occupying Power, of illegal settlement
activities, including the so-called E-1 plan,
its construction of the wall in and around
East Jerusalem, its restrictions on Palestinian
access to and residence in East Jerusalem
and the further isolation of the city from the
rest of the Occupied Palestinian Territory,
which are having a detrimental effect on the
lives of Palestinians and could prejudge a
final status agreement on Jerusalem,

Expressing its grave concern further about

the continuing Israeli demolition of
Palestinian homes, the revocation of
residency rights and the eviction and
displacement of numerous Palestinian
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families from East Jerusalem

neighbourhoods, as well as other acts of
provocation and incitement, including by
Israeli settlers, in the city, including

desecration of mosques and churches,

Expressing its concern about the Israeli
excavations undertaken in the Old City of
Jerusalem, including in and around religious
sites,

Reaffirming that the international
community, through the United Nations, has
a legitimate interest in the question of the
City of Jerusalem and in the protection of
the unique spiritual, religious and cultural
dimensions of the city, as foreseen in
relevant United Nations resolutions on this
matter,

Having consideredthe report of the
Secretary-General on the situation in the
Middle East;

1. Reiterates its determinationthat any
actions taken by Israel, the occupying
Power, to impose its laws, jurisdiction and
administration on the Holy City of Jerusalem
are illegal and therefore null and void and
have no validity whatsoever, and calls upon
Israel to immediately cease all such illegal
and unilateral measures;

2. Sressesthat a comprehensive, just and

lasting solution to the question of the City of

Jerusalem should take into account the
legitimate concerns of both the Palestinian

and Israeli sides and should include

internationally guaranteed provisions to

ensure the freedom of religion and of

conscience of its inhabitants, as well as

permanent, free and unhindered access to the
holy places by people of all religions and

nationalities;

3. Requeststhe Secretary-General to report
to the General Assembly at its sixty-eighth



session on the implementation of the present
resolution.

Notes

'See A/ES-10/273 and Corr.1; see dlsgal Consequences
of the Construction of a Wall in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, Advisory Opinion, |.C.J. Reports 2004, p. 136.
AI67/342.

Peaceful settlement of the question of
Palestine (A/RES/67/23)

The General Assembly,

Recalling its relevant resolutions, including
those adopted at its tenth emergency special
session,

Recalling alsoits resolution 58/292 of 6
May 2004,

Recalling further relevant Security Council
resolutions, including resolutions 242 (1967)
of 22 November 1967, 338 (1973) of 22
October 1973, 1397 (2002) of 12 March
2002, 1515 (2003) of 19 November 2003,
1544 (2004) of 19 May 2004 and 1850
(2008) of 16 December 2008,

Recalling the affirmation by the Security
Council of the vision of a region where two
States, Israel and Palestine, live side by side
within secure and recognized borders,

Noting with concern that it has been sixty-
five years since the adoption of its resolution
181 (I) of 29 November 1947 and forty-five
years since the occupation of Palestinian
territory, including East Jerusalem, in 1967,

Having consideredthe report of the
Secretary-General submitted pursuant to the
request made in its resolution 66/17 of 30
November 2011,

Reaffirming the permanent responsibility of
the United Nations with regard to the
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guestion of Palestine until the question is
resolved in all its aspects in accordance with
international law and relevant resolutions,

Recalling the advisory opinion rendered on 9
July 2004 by the International Court of
Justice on théegal Consequences of the
Construction of a Wall in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory,’and recalling also its
resolutions ES-10/15 of 20 July 2004 and
ES-10/17 of 15 December 2006,

Convinced that achieving a just, lasting and

comprehensive settlement of the question of
Palestine, the core of the Arab-Israeli

conflict, is imperative for the attainment of

comprehensive and lasting peace and
stability in the Middle East,

Stressing that the principle of equal rights
and self-determination of peoples is among
the purposes and principles enshrined in the
Charter of the United Nations,

Reaffirming the principle of the
inadmissibility of the acquisition of territory
by war,

Recalling its resolution 2625 (XXV) of 24
October 1970,

Reaffirming the illegality of the Israeli
settlements in the Palestinian territory
occupied since 1967, including East
Jerusalem,

Expressing grave concern about the
extremely detrimental impact of Israeli

settlement policies, decisions and activities
in the Occupied Palestinian Territory,
including East Jerusalem, including on the
contiguity, integrity and viability of the
Territory and the efforts to resume and
advance the peace process and to achieve
peace in the Middle East,



Expressing grave concern also about acts of
violence, intimidation and provocation by
Israeli settlers against Palestinian civilians
and properties, including homes, mosques,
churches and agricultural lands,

Reaffirming the illegality of Israeli actions
aimed at changing the status of Jerusalem,
including settlement construction and
expansion, home demolitions, evictions of
Palestinian residents, excavations in and
around religious and historic sites, and all
other unilateral measures aimed at altering
the character, status and demographic
composition of the city and of the Territory
as a whole,

Reaffirming also that the construction by
Israel, the occupying Power, of a wall in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including in

and around East Jerusalem, and its
associated regime are contrary to
international law,

Expressing deep  concernabout the

continuing Israeli policy of closures and
severe restrictions on the movement of
persons and goods, including medical and
humanitarian, via the imposition of
prolonged closures and severe economic and
movement restrictions that in effect amount
to a blockade, as well as of checkpoints and
a permit regime throughout the Occupied
Palestinian  Territory, including East
Jerusalem, and the consequent negative
impact on the contiguity of the Territory and
the serious socioeconomic and humanitarian
situation of the Palestinian people, which is
critical in the Gaza Strip, and on the efforts
aimed at rehabilitating and developing the
damaged Palestinian economy, while taking
note of recent developments regarding the
situation of access to the Gaza Strip and in
the West Bank,

Recalling the mutual recognition between
the Government of the State of Israel and the
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Palestine Liberation Organization, the
representative of the Palestinian pecizad
the need for full compliance with the
agreements concluded between the two
sides,

Recalling alsothe endorsement by the

Security Council, in resolution 1515 (2003),

of the Quartet road map to a permanent two-
State solution to the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict*and the call in Council resolution

1850 (2008) for the parties to fulfil their

obligations under the road map and to refrain
from any steps that could undermine
confidence or prejudice the outcome of
negotiations, and recalling further in this
regard the relevant Quartet statements,
including that of 23 September 2011,

Sressingthe road map obligation upon
Israel to freeze settlement activity, including
so-called “natural growth”, and to dismantle
all settlement outposts erected since March
2001,

Recalling the Arab Peace Initiative adopted
by the Council of the League of Arab States
at its fourteenth session, held in Beirut on 27
and 28 March 2002,

Expressing support for the agreed principles
for bilateral negotiations, as affirmed by the
parties in the Israeli-Palestinian Joint
Understanding reached at the international
conference held in Annapolis, United States
of America, on 27 November 200ajmed

at concluding a peace treaty resolving all
outstanding issues, including all core issues,
without exception, for the achievement of a
just, lasting and peaceful settlement of the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict and ultimately of
the Arab-Israeli conflict as a whole for the
realization of a comprehensive peace in the
Middle East,

Reiterating support for the convening of an
international conference in Moscow, as



envisioned by the Security Council in
resolution 1850 (2008) and the Quartet
statement of 23 September 2011, for the
advancement and acceleration of a resumed
peace process towards the fulfilment of its
stated objectives,

Noting the important contribution to the
peace process of the United Nations Special
Coordinator for the Middle East Peace
Process and Personal Representative of the
Secretary-General to the Palestine Liberation
Organization and the Palestinian Authority,
including within the framework of the
activities of the Quartet,

Noting alsothe continuing efforts of the
Quartet’s Special Representative towards the
resumption of the peace process, In
particular the efforts to strengthen
Palestinian institutions, promote Palestinian
economic development and mobilize donor
support,

Welcoming the ongoing efforts of the Ad
Hoc Liaison Committee for the Coordination
of the International Assistance to
Palestinians, under the chairmanship of
Norway, and noting its recent meeting at
United Nations Headquarters on 23
September 2012, at which the donor
countries reconfirmed the assessment that
the institutions of the Palestinian Authority
are above the threshold of a functioning
State in the key sectors studied and
reaffrmed the necessity of continued and
increased donor support for the Palestinian
Authority,

Recognizing the efforts being undertaken by
the Palestinian Authority, with international
support, to rebuild, reform and strengthen its
damaged institutions, emphasizing the need
to preserve and further develop Palestinian

institutions  and infrastructure and
commending, in this regard, the
implementation of  the Palestinian
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Authority's  August 2009 plan for
constructing the institutions of an
independent Palestinian State within a

twenty-four-month period and the ongoing
implementation of its National Development
Plan, and the significant achievements made,

as confirmed in recent reports by
international institutions, including the
World Bank, the International Monetary

Fund and the United Nations, while also
expressing concern about the negative
impact of the current financial crisis being
faced by the Palestinian Authority,

Welcoming the  continued efforts and
tangible progress made in the security sector
by the Palestinian Authority, calling upon
the parties to continue cooperation that
benefits both Palestinians and Israelis, in
particular by promoting security and
building confidence, and expressing the
hope that such progress will be extended to
all major population centres,

Reiterating its concern over the negative
developments that have continued to occur
in the Occupied Palestinian Territory,
including East Jerusalem, including the large
number of deaths and injuries, mostly among
Palestinian civilians, the construction and
expansion of settlements and the wall, acts
of violence, vandalism and brutality
committed against Palestinian civilians by
Israeli settlers in the West Bank, the
widespread destruction of public and private
Palestinian property, including religious
sites, and infrastructure, the internal
displacement of civilians and the serious
deterioration of the socioeconomic and
humanitarian conditions of the Palestinian
people,

Expressing grave concern, in particular, over

the crisis in the Gaza Strip as a result of the
continuing prolonged Israeli closures and
severe economic and movement restrictions
that in effect amount to a blockade and the



continuing negative repercussions of the
military operations in the Gaza Strip
between December 2008 and January 2009,
which caused extensive loss of life and
injury, particularly among Palestinian
civilians, including children and women,
widespread damage and destruction to
Palestinian  homes, properties, vital
infrastructure, public institutions, including
hospitals and schools, and United Nations

facilities, and internal displacement of
civilians,
Sressing the need for  the full

implementation by all parties of Security
Council resolution 1860 (2009) of 8 January
2009 and General Assembly resolution ES-
10/18 of 16 January 2009,

Expressing concern over continuing military
actions in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, including raids and arrest
campaigns, and the continued imposition of
hundreds of checkpoints and obstacles to
movement in and around Palestinian
population centres by the lIsraeli occupying
forces, and emphasizing in this regard the
need for the implementation by both sides of
the Sharm el-Sheikh understandings,

Expressing grave concernabout the
imprisonment by Israel of thousands of
Palestinians, including children, under harsh
conditions,

Emphasizing the importance of the safety,

protection and well-being of all civilians in

the whole Middle East region, and
condemning all acts of violence and terror
against civilians on both sides, including the
firing of rockets,

Expressing the hopefor speedy progress

towards Palestinian reconciliation for the
restoration of Palestinian unity, under the
leadership of the President of the Palestinian
Authority, Mahmoud Abbas, and consistent
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with Palestine Liberation Organization

commitments, and of the situation in the

Gaza Strip to that which existed prior to

June 2007, and calling for the continuation
of the serious efforts being exerted by Egypt,
the League of Arab States and other
concerned parties towards the achievement
of this aim,

Sressing the urgent need for sustained and
active international involvement, including

by the Quartet, to support both parties in
resuming, advancing and accelerating the

peace process negotiations for the
achievement of a just, lasting and
comprehensive peace settlement, on the

basis of United Nations resolutions, the road
map and the Arab Peace Initiative,

Noting the Quartet's efforts, and calling
upon the parties to resume negotiations with
the aim of resolving all final status issues
within one year and implementing an
agreement between the two sides that ends
the occupation which began in 1967 and
results in the independence of a democratic,
contiguous and Vviable Palestinian State
living side by side in peace and security with
Israel and its other neighbours,

Taking note of the application of Palestine
for admission to membership in the United
Nations, submitted on 23 September 2811,

Acknowledging the efforts being undertaken
by civil society to promote a peaceful
settlement of the question of Palestine,

Recalling the findings by the International
Court of Justice, in its advisory opinion,
including on the urgent necessity for the
United Nations as a whole to redouble its
efforts to bring the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict, which continues to pose a threat to
international peace and security, to a speedy
conclusion, thereby establishing a just and
lasting peace in the regidn,



Affirming once again the right of all States
in the region to live in peace within secure
and internationally recognized borders,

1. Reaffirmsthe necessity of achieving a

peaceful settlement of the question of
Palestine, the core of the Arab-Israeli

conflict, in all its aspects, and of intensifying

all efforts towards that end, and stresses in
this regard the urgency of salvaging the
prospects for realizing the two-State solution
of Israel and Palestine, living side by side in
peace and security within recognized
borders, based on the pre-1967 borders;

2.Also reaffirmsits full support for the
Middle East peace process, based on the
relevant United Nations resolutions, the
terms of reference of the Madrid
Conference, including the principle of land
for peace, the Arab Peace Initiative adopted
by the Council of the League of Arab States
at its fourteenth sessiSrgnd the Quartet
road map to a permanent two-State solution
to the Israeli-Palestinian conflit@and for
the existing agreements between the Israeli
and Palestinian sides;

3. Sresses the necessity for the
establishment of a comprehensive, just and
lasting peace in the Middle East, and
welcomes in this regard the ongoing efforts
of the Quartet and of the League of Arab
States;

4. Encourages continued serious regional
and international efforts to follow up and
promote the Arab Peace Initiative, including
by the Ministerial Committee formed at the
Riyadh summit in March 2007;

5.Urgesthe parties to undertake, with the
support of the Quartet and the international
community, immediate and concrete steps in
follow-up to the Israeli-Palestinian Joint
Understanding reached at the international
conference held in Annapolisncluding
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through the resumption of active and serious
bilateral negotiations;

6.Calls for, in this regard, the timely
convening of an international conference in
Moscow, as envisioned by the Security
Council in its resolution 1850 (2008), for the
advancement and acceleration of a resumed
peace process;

7. Calls upon both parties to act on the basis
of international law and their previous
agreements and obligations, in particular
adherence to the road map, irrespective of
reciprocity, in order to create the conditions
necessary for the resumption and accelerated
advancement of negotiations in the near
term;

8. Calls upon the parties themselves, with

the support of the Quartet and other
interested parties, to exert all efforts

necessary to halt the deterioration of the
situation and to reverse all unilateral and
unlawful measures taken on the ground since
28 September 2000;

9. Calls upon the parties to observe calm and
restraint and to refrain from provocative
actions, incitement and inflammatory
rhetoric, especially in areas of religious and
cultural sensitivity;

10.Underscores the need for the parties to

take confidence-building measures aimed at
improving the situation on the ground,

promoting stability and fostering the peace
process, including the need for the further
release of prisoners following the exchange
of prisoners in October and December 2011,

11.Sressesthe need for the removal of
checkpoints and other obstructions to the
movement of persons and goods throughout
the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including
East Jerusalem, and the need for respect and
preservation of the territorial unity,



contiguity and integrity of all of the
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including
East Jerusalem;

12. Also stressesthe need for an immediate

and complete cessation of all acts of
violence, including military  attacks,
destruction and acts of terror;

13.Reiterates its demand for the full
implementation of Security Council
resolution 1860 (2009);

14.Reiteratesthe need for the full

implementation by both parties of the
Agreement on Movement and Access and of
the Agreed Principles for the Rafah
Crossing, of 15 November 2005, and the
need, specifically, to allow for the sustained
opening of all crossings into and out of the
Gaza Strip for humanitarian supplies,
movement and access, as well as for
commercial flows and all necessary
construction materials, which are essential
for alleviating the humanitarian crisis,

improving the living conditions of the

Palestinian people and promoting the
recovery of the Palestinian economy;

15.Sresses, in this regard, the urgent
necessity for the advancement of
reconstruction in the Gaza Strip, including
through the completion of numerous
suspended projects managed by the United
Nations and the accelerated implementation
of United Nations-led civilian reconstruction
activities;

16. Calls upon Israel, the occupying Power,
to comply strictly with its obligations under
international law, including international
humanitarian law, and to cease all of its
measures that are contrary to international
law and unilateral actions in the Occupied
Palestinian  Territory, including East
Jerusalem, that are aimed at altering the
character, status and  demographic
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composition of the Territory, including via

the confiscation and de facto annexation of
land, and thus at prejudging the final
outcome of peace negotiations;

17.Reiterates its demand for the complete
cessation of all Israeli settlement activities in
the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including
East Jerusalem, and in the occupied Syrian
Golan, and calls for the full implementation
of the relevant Security Council resolutions;

18.Sresses, in this regard, the need for
Israel forthwith to abide by its road map
obligation to freeze all settlement activity,
including so-called “natural growth”, and to
dismantle settlement outposts erected since
March 2001,

19.Calls forthe cessation of all
provocations, including by Israeli settlers, in
East Jerusalem, including in and around
religious sites;

20.Demands, accordingly, that Israel, the

occupying Power, comply with its legal

obligations under international law, as
mentioned in the advisory opinion rendered
on 9 July 2004 by the International Court of
Justice’ and as demanded in General
Assembly resolutions ES-10/13 of 21
October 2003 and ES-10/15 of 20 July 2004,
and, inter alia, that it immediately cease its
construction of the wall in the Occupied

Palestinian  Territory, including East

Jerusalem, and calls upon all States
Members of the United Nations to comply
with their legal obligations, as mentioned in
the advisory opinion;

21. Reaffirms its commitment, in accordance
with international law, to the two-State
solution of Israel and Palestine, living side
by side in peace and security within
recognized borders, based on the pre-1967
borders;



22.Sresses the need for:

(@) The withdrawal of Israel from the
Palestinian territory occupied since 1967,
including East Jerusalem;

(b) The realization of the inalienable rights
of the Palestinian people, primarily the right
to self-determination and the right to their
independent State;

23.Als0 stressesthe need for a just
resolution of the problem of Palestine
refugees in conformity with its resolution
194 (Ill) of 11 December 1948;

24.Calls uponthe parties to resume and

accelerate direct peace negotiations towards

the conclusion of a final peaceful settlement
on the basis of relevant United Nations
resolutions, especially of the Security
Council, the terms of reference of the
Madrid Conference, the road map and the
Arab Peace Initiative;

25.Urges Member States to expedite the
provision of economic, humanitarian and

technical assistance to the Palestinian people

and the Palestinian Authority during this
critical period in order to help to alleviate
the serious humanitarian situation in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including
East Jerusalem, which is critical in the Gaza
Strip, to rehabilitate the Palestinian economy
and infrastructure and to support the
development and  strengthening  of
Palestinian institutions and Palestinian State-
building efforts in  preparation for

independence;

26.Requeststhe  Secretary-General  to
continue his efforts with the parties
concerned, and in consultation with the
Security Council, towards the attainment of
a peaceful settlement of the question of

Palestine and the promotion of peace in the

region and to submit to the General
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Assembly at its sixty-eighth session a report
on these efforts and on developments on this
matter.

Notes

'A/67/364-S/2012/701.

2See A/ES-10/273 and Corr.1; see dlsgal Consequences
of the Construction of a Wall in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, Advisory Opinion, I.C.J. Reports 2004, p. 136.
% See A/48/486-S/26560, annex.

# 5/2003/529, annex.

5 Available from www.unsco.org.

6 A/56/1026-S/2003/932, annex I, resolution 14/221.
"Available fromhttp://unispal.un.org

8 A/66/371-S/2011/592, annex |.

9See A/ES-10/273 and Corr.1, advisory opinion, ph8a.
see alsd.egal Consequences of the Construction of a Wall
in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, Advisory Opinion,
1.C.J. Reports 2004, p. 136.

Special information programme on the
question of Palestine of the Department of
Public Information of the Secretariat
A/RES/67/22

The General Assembly,

Having consideredthe report of the
Committee on the Exercise of the
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian Pedple,

Taking note, in particular, of the information
contained in chapter VI of that report,

Recalling its resolution 66/16 of 30
November 2011,

Convinced that the worldwide dissemination
of accurate and comprehensive information
and the role of civil society organizations
and institutions remain of vital importance in
heightening awareness of and support for the
inalienable rights of the Palestinian people,
including the right to self-determination and
independence, and for the efforts to achieve
a just, lasting and peaceful settlement of the
guestion of Palestine,

Recalling the mutual recognition between
the Government of the State of Israel and the



Palestine Liberation Organization, the
representative of the Palestinian people, as
well as the existing agreements between the
two sides,

Affirming its support for the Middle East
peace process on the basis of the relevant
United Nations resolutions, the terms of
reference of the Madrid Conference,
including the principle of land for peace, the
Arab Peace Initiative adopted by the Council
of the League of Arab States at its fourteenth
sessiorf.and the Quartet road map to a
permanent two-State solution to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, endorsed by the
Security Council in resolution 1515 (2003)
of 19 November 2003,

Recalling the advisory opinion rendered on 9
July 2004 by the International Court of
Justice on théegal Consequences of the
Construction of a Wall in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory,*

Reaffirming that the United Nations has a
permanent responsibility towards the
question of Palestine until the question is
resolved in all its aspects in a satisfactory
manner in accordance with international
legitimacy,

1. Notes with appreciation the action taken
by the Department of Public Information of
the Secretariat in compliance with resolution
66/16;

2.Considersthat the special information
programme on the question of Palestine of
the Department is very useful in raising the
awareness of the international community
concerning the question of Palestine and the
situation in the Middle East and that the
programme is contributing effectively to an
atmosphere conducive to dialogue and
supportive of the peace process and should
receive the necessary support for the
fulfilment of its tasks;
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3.Requeststhe  Department, in  full
cooperation and coordination with the
Committee on the Exercise of the

Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People,
to continue, with the necessary flexibility as
may be required by developments affecting
the question of Palestine, its special
information programme for 2012-2013, in
particular:

(@) To disseminate information on all the

activities of the United Nations system

relating to the question of Palestine and the
peace process, including reports on the work
carried out by the relevant United Nations

organizations, as well as on the efforts of the
Secretary-General and his Special Envoy
vis-a-vis the peace process;

(b) To continue to issue, update and
modernize publications and audiovisual
materials on the various aspects of the
guestion of Palestine in all fields, including
materials concerning the relevant recent
developments in that regard, in particular the
efforts to achieve a peaceful settlement of
the question of Palestine;

(c) To expand its collection of audiovisual
material on the question of Palestine, to
continue the production and preservation of
such material and to update, on a periodic
basis, the public exhibit on the question of
Palestine displayed in the General Assembly
Building as well as at United Nations
headquarters in Geneva and Vienna,

(d) To organize and promote fact-finding
news missions for journalists to the
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including
East Jerusalem, and Israel;

(e) To organize international, regional and
national seminars or encounters for
journalists aimed in particular at sensitizing
public opinion to the question of Palestine
and the peace process and at enhancing



dialogue and understanding between
Palestinians and Israelis for the promotion of
a peaceful settlement to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, including by fostering

and encouraging the contribution of the
media in support of peace between the two
sides;

() To continue to provide assistance to the
Palestinian people in the field of media
development, in particular to strengthen the
annual training programme for Palestinian
broadcasters and journalists;

4. Encourages the Department to formulate
ways for the media and representatives of
civil society to engage in open and positive
discussions to explore means for
encouraging people-to-people dialogue and
promoting peace and mutual understanding
in the region.

Notes

Official Records of the General Assembly, Sixty-seventh

Session, Supplement No. 35 (A/67/35).
2A/56/1026-S/2002/932, annex I, resolution 14/221.
35/2003/529, annex.

4See A/ES-10/273 and Corr.1; see dlsgal Consequences
of the Construction of a Wall in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, Advisory Opinion, I.C.J. Reports 2004, p. 136.

Division for Palestinian Rights
(A/RES/67/21)

The General Assembly,

Having consideredthe report of the
Committee on the Exercise of the
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian Pedple,

Taking note, in particular, of the action taken

by the Committee on the Exercise of the
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People
and the Division for Palestinian Rights of the
Secretariat in accordance with their
mandates,
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Recalling its resolution 32/40 B of 2
December 1977 and all its subsequent
relevant resolutions, including its resolution
66/15 of 30 November 2011,

1. Notes with appreciation the action taken
by the Secretary-General in compliance with
its resolution 66/15;

2.Considersthat, by providing substantive
support to the Committee on the Exercise of
the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian
People in the implementation of its mandate,
the Division for Palestinian Rights of the
Secretariat continues to make a most useful
and constructive contribution to raising
international awareness of the question of
Palestine and of the urgency of a peaceful
settlement of the question of Palestine in all
its aspects on the basis of international law
and United Nations resolutions and the
efforts being exerted in this regard, and to
generating international support for the
rights of the Palestinian people;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to
continue to provide the Division with the
necessary resources and to ensure that it
continues to carry out its programme of
work as detailed in relevant earlier
resolutions, in consultation with the
Committee on the Exercise of the
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People
and under its guidance;

4. Requeststhe Division, in particular, to

continue to monitor developments relevant
to the question of Palestine, organize
international meetings and conferences in
various regions with the participation of all
sectors of the international community, liaise
and cooperate with civil society and
parliamentarians, develop and expand the
“Question of Palestine” website and the
documents collection of the United Nations
Information System on the Question of
Palestine, prepare and widely disseminate



publications and information materials on
various aspects of the question of Palestine
and develop and enhance the annual training
programme for staff of the Palestinian
Authority in contribution to Palestinian
capacity-building efforts;

5. Also requests the Division, as part of the
observance of the International Day of
Solidarity with the Palestinian People on 29
November, to continue to organize, under
the guidance of the Committee on the
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the
Palestinian People, an annual exhibit on
Palestinian rights or a cultural event in
cooperation with the Permanent Observer
Mission of Palestine to the United Nations,
and encourages Member States to continue
to give the widest support and publicity to
the observance of the Day of Solidarity;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure

the continued cooperation with the Division

of the United Nations system entities with

programme components addressing various
aspects of the question of Palestine and the
situation in the Occupied Palestinian

Territory, including East Jerusalem,;

7. Invites all Governments and organizations
to extend their cooperation to the Division in
the performance of its tasks.

Note

'Official Records of the General Assembly, Sixty-seventh
Session, Supplement No. 35 (A/67/35).

Committee on the Exercise of the
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian
People (A/RES/67/20)

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 181 (1) of 29
November 1947, 194 (lll) of 11 December
1948, 3236 (XXIX) of 22 November 1974,
3375 (XXX) and 3376 (XXX) of 10
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November 1975, 31/20 of 24 November

1976 and all its subsequent relevant

resolutions, including those adopted at its

emergency special sessions and its resolution
66/14 of 30 November 2011,

Recalling alsoits resolution 58/292 of 6
May 2004,

Having consideredthe report of the
Committee on the Exercise of the
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian Pedple,

Recalling the mutual recognition between
the Government of the State of Israel and the
Palestine Liberation Organization, the
representative of the Palestinian people, as
well as the existing agreements between the
two sides and the need for full compliance
with those agreements,

Affirming its support for the Middle East
peace process on the basis of the relevant
United Nations resolutions, the terms of
reference of the Madrid Conference,
including the principle of land for peace, the
Arab Peace Initiative adopted by the Council
of the League of Arab States at its fourteenth
sessiofand the Quartet road map to a
permanent two-State solution to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, endorsed by the
Security Council in resolution 1515 (2003)
of 19 November 2003,

Expressing grave concern about the impasse
in the peace process and the serious
deterioration of the situation on the ground,
and calling for an urgent resumption of the
peace process,

Recalling the advisory opinion rendered on 9
July 2004 by the International Court of
Justice on théegal Consequences of the
Construction of a Wall in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory,*and recalling also its
resolutions ES-10/15 of 20 July 2004 and
ES-10/17 of 15 December 2006,



Taking note of the application of Palestine
for admission to membership in the United
Nations, submitted on 23 September 2011,

Reaffirming that the United Nations has a
permanent responsibility towards the
question of Palestine until the question is
resolved in all its aspects in a satisfactory

manner in accordance with international
legitimacy,

1.Expresses its appreciationto  the
Committee on the Exercise of the

Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People
for its efforts in performing the tasks
assigned to it by the General Assembly, and
takes note of its annual repdipcluding the
conclusions and valuable recommendations
contained in chapter VII thereof;

2. Requeststhe Committee to continue to
exert all efforts to promote the realization of
the inalienable rights of the Palestinian
people, including their right to self-
determination, to support the Middle East
peace process for the achievement of the
two-State solution on the basis of the pre-
1967 borders and the just resolution of all
final status issues and to mobilize
international support for and assistance to
the Palestinian people, and in this regard
authorizes the Committee to make such
adjustments in its approved programme of
work as it may consider appropriate and
necessary in the light of developments and to
report thereon to the General Assembly at its
sixty-eighth session and thereatfter;

3. Also requeststhe Committee to continue
to keep under review the situation relating to
the question of Palestine and to report and
make suggestions to the General Assembly,
the Security Council or the Secretary-
General, as appropriate;

4. Further requeststhe Committee to
continue to extend its cooperation and
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support to Palestinian and other civil society
organizations and to continue to involve
additional civil society organizations and
parliamentarians in its work in order to
mobilize international solidarity and support
for the Palestinian people, particularly
during this critical period of political
instability, humanitarian hardship and
financial crisis, with the overall aim of
promoting the achievement by the
Palestinian people of its inalienable rights
and a just, lasting and peaceful settlement of
the question of Palestine, the core of the
Arab-Israeli conflict, on the basis of the
relevant United Nations resolutions, the
terms of reference of the Madrid
Conference, including the principle of land
for peace, the Arab Peace Initiathand the
Quartet road map;

5. Requests the United Nations Conciliation
Commission for Palestine, established under
General Assembly resolution 194 (lIl), and
other United Nations bodies associated with
the question of Palestine to continue to
cooperate fully with the Committee and to
make available to it, at its request, the
relevant information and documentation
which they have at their disposal,

6. Invites all Governments and organizations
to extend their cooperation to the Committee
in the performance of its tasks;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to
circulate the report of the Committee to all
the competent bodies of the United Nations,
and urges them to take the necessary action,
as appropriate;

8.Also requeststhe Secretary-General to

continue to provide the Committee with all

the necessary facilities for the performance
of its tasks.

Notes
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4See A/JES-10/273 and Corr.1; see dlsgal Consequences
of the Construction of a Wall in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, Advisory Opinion, |.C.J. Reports 2004, p. 136.
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Status of Palestine in the United Nations
(A/RES/67/19)

The General Assembly,

Guided by the purposes and principles of the
Charter of the United Nations, and stressing
in this regard the principle of equal rights
and self-determination of peoples,

Recalling its resolution 2625 (XXV) of 24
October 1978,by which it affirmed, inter
alia, the duty of every State to promote,
through joint and separate action, realization
of the principle of equal rights and self-
determination of peoples,

Sressing the importance of maintaining and
strengthening international peace founded
upon freedom, equality, justice and respect
for fundamental human rights,

Recalling its resolution 181 (llI) of 29
November 1947,

Reaffirming the principle, set out in the
Charter, of the inadmissibility of the
acquisition of territory by force,

Reaffirming also relevant Security Council
resolutions, including resolutions 242 (1967)
of 22 November 1967, 338 (1973) of 22
October 1973, 446 (1979) of 22 March 1979,
478 (1980) of 20 August 1980, 1397 (2002)
of 12 March 2002, 1515 (2003) of 19
November 2003 and 1850 (2008) of 16
December 2008,
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Reaffirming further the applicability of the
Geneva Convention relative to the Protection
of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12
August 194%.to the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, including East Jerusalem,
including with regard to the matter of
prisoners,

Reaffirming its resolution 3236 (XXIX) of
22 November 1974 and all relevant
resolutions, including resolution 66/146 of
19 December 2011, reaffirming the right of
the Palestinian people to self-determination,
including the right to their independent State
of Palestine,

Reaffirming also its resolutions 43/176 of 15
December 1988 and 66/17 of 30 November
2011 and all relevant resolutions regarding
the peaceful settlement of the question of
Palestine, which, inter alia, stress the need
for the withdrawal of Israel from the
Palestinian territory occupied since 1967,
including East Jerusalem, the realization of
the inalienable rights of the Palestinian
people, primarily the right to self-
determination and the right to their
independent State, a just resolution of the
problem of the Palestine refugees in
conformity with resolution 194 (lll) of 11
December 1948 and the complete cessation
of all Israeli settlement activities in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including
East Jerusalem,

Reaffirming further its resolution 66/18 of
30 November 2011 and all relevant
resolutions regarding the status of Jerusalem,
bearing in mind that the annexation of East
Jerusalem is not recognized by the
international community, and emphasizing
the need for a way to be found through
negotiations to resolve the status of
Jerusalem as the capital of two States,



Recalling the advisory opinion of the
International Court of Justice of 9 July
2004}

Reaffirming its resolution 58/292 of 6 May
2004 affirming, inter alia, that the status of
the Palestinian territory occupied since 1967,
including East Jerusalem, remains one of
military occupation and that, in accordance
with international law and relevant United
Nations resolutions, the Palestinian people
have the right to self-determination and to
sovereignty over their territory,

Recalling its resolutions 3210 (XXIX) of 14
October 1974 and 3237 (XXIX) of 22
November 1974, by which, respectively, the
Palestine Liberation Organization was
invited to participate in the deliberations of
the General Assembly as the representative
of the Palestinian people and was granted
observer status,

Recalling alsoits resolution 43/177 of 15
December 1988, by which it, inter alia,
acknowledged the proclamation of the State
of Palestine by the Palestine National
Council on 15 November 1988 and decided
that the designation “Palestine” should be
used in place of the designation “Palestine
Liberation Organization” in the United
Nations system, without prejudice to the
observer status and functions of the Palestine
Liberation Organization within the United
Nations system,

Taking into consideration that the Executive
Committee of the Palestine Liberation
Organization, in accordance with a decision

by the Palestine National Council, is
entrusted  with  the powers  and
responsibilities of the Provisional

Government of the State of Palestine,

Recalling its resolution 52/250 of 7 July
1998, by which additional rights and
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privileges were accorded to Palestine in its
capacity as observer,

Recalling alsothe Arab Peace Initiative
adopted in March 2002 by the Council of the
League of Arab Statés,

Reaffirming its commitment, in accordance
with international law, to the two-State
solution of an independent, sovereign,
democratic, viable and contiguous State of
Palestine living side by side with Israel in
peace and security on the basis of the pre-
1967 borders,

Bearing in mind the mutual recognition of 9
September 1993 between the Government of
the State of Israel and the Palestine
Liberation Organization, the representative
of the Palestinian people,

Affirming the right of all States in the region
to live in peace within secure and
internationally recognized borders,

Commending the Palestinian National
Authority’s 2009 plan for constructing the
institutions of an independent Palestinian
State within a two-year period, and
welcoming the positive assessments in this
regard about readiness for statehood by the
World Bank, the United Nations and the
International Monetary Fund and as reflected
in the Ad Hoc Liaison Committee Chair
conclusions of April 2011 and subsequent
Chair conclusions, which determined that
the Palestinian Authority is above the
threshold for a functioning State in key
sectors studied,

Recognizing that full membership is enjoyed
by Palestine in the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and  Cultural
Organization, the Economic and Social
Commission for Western Asia and the
Group of Asia-Pacific States and that
Palestine is also a full member of the League



of Arab States, the Movement of Non-
Aligned Countries, the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation and the Group of 77
and China,

Recognizing alsothat, to date, 132 States

Members of the United Nations have
accorded recognition to the State of
Palestine,

Taking note of the 11 November 2011 report
of the Security Council Committee on the
Admission of New Member%,

Sressing the permanent responsibility of the
United Nations towards the question of
Palestine until it is satisfactorily resolved in
all its aspects,

Reaffirming the principle of universality of
membership of the United Nations,

1. Reaffirmsthe right of the Palestinian
people to self-determination and to
independence in their State of Palestine on
the Palestinian territory occupied since 1967;

2.Decidesto accord to Palestine non-
member observer State status in the United
Nations, without prejudice to the acquired
rights, privileges and role of the Palestine
Liberation Organization in the United
Nations as the representative of the
Palestinian people, in accordance with the
relevant resolutions and practice;

3. Expresses the hopethat the Security
Council will consider favourably the
application submitted on 23 September 2011
by the State of Palestine for admission to full
membership in the United Natiofs;

4. Affirmsits determination to contribute to

the achievement of the inalienable rights of
the Palestinian people and the attainment of
a peaceful settlement in the Middle East that
ends the occupation that began in 1967 and
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fulfils the vision of two States: an
independent, sovereign, democratic,
contiguous and viable State of Palestine
living side by side in peace and security with
Israel on the basis of the pre-1967 borders;

5.Expresses the urgent needfor the
resumption and acceleration of negotiations
within the Middle East peace process based
on the relevant United Nations resolutions,
the terms of reference of the Madrid
Conference, including the principle of land
for peace, the Arab Peace Initiathand the
Quartet road map to a permanent two-State
solution to the Israeli-Palestinian
conflicBfor the achievement of a just,
lasting and comprehensive peace settlement
between the Palestinian and Israeli sides that
resolves all outstanding core issues, namely
the Palestine refugees, Jerusalem,
settlements, borders, security and water;

6.Urgesall States and the specialized
agencies and organizations of the United
Nations system to continue to support and
assist the Palestinian people in the early
realization of their right to self-
determination, independence and freedom;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to take the
necessary measures to implement the present
resolution and to report to the General
Assembly within three months on progress
made in this regard.

Notes

!Declaration on Principles of International Law
concerning Friendly Relations and Cooperation
among States in accordance with the Charter of the
United Nations.

2United NationsTreaty Series, vol. 75, No. 973.

®See A/ES-10/273 and Corr.1.

“See A/43/928, annex.

°A/56/1026-S/2002/932, annex I, resolution 14/221.
°S/2011/705.

'A/66/371-S/2011/592, annex |.

#3/2003/529, annex.
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General Assembly Sessions

Resolutions 63rd | 64th | 65th | 66th | 67th | 63rd | 64th | 65th | 66th | 67th | 63rd | 64th | 65th | 66th | 67th | 63rd | 64th | 65th | 66th | 67th
Yes No Abstain Absent
1 CEIRPP 107 | 110 | 112 [ 115 | 106 8 8 8 8 7 57 55 55 53 56 20 19 17 17 24
2 DPR 106 | 112 | 110 | 114 | 103 8 9 9 9 7 57 54 56 54 61 21 17 17 16 22
3 DPI 162 | 162 | 167 [ 168 | 160 8 8 8 8 7 4 5 2 3 7 18 17 15 14 19
4 Peaceful Settlement 164 | 164 | 165 | 165 | 162 7 7 7 7 6 3 4 4 4 6 18 17 16 17 19
5 Jerusalem 163 | 163 | 165 [ 164 | 162 6 7 7 7 7 6 5 4 5 6 17 17 16 17 18
6 UNRWA Assistance 173 | 168 | 169 | 163 | 170 1 1 1 1 1 6 7 6 8 8 12 16 16 21 14
7 UNRWA - Displaced 172 | 166 | 167 | 163 | 170 6 7 6 7 6 2 4 4 3 4 12 15 15 20 13
8 UNRWA Operations 172 | 167 | 169 | 165 | 172 6 6 6 7 6 1 4 2 2 1 13 15 15 19 14
9 UNRWA - Property 173 | 168 | 169 | 165 [ 173 6 6 6 7 6 2 3 2 2 2 11 15 15 19 12
10 Work of Special Comm. 94 92 94 86 98 8 9 9 9 8 73 74 72 75 72 17 17 17 23 15
11 4th Geneva Conven. 173 | 168 | 169 | 164 [ 171 6 6 6 7 6 1 4 2 2 3 12 14 15 20 13
12 Israeli settlements 171 | 167 | 169 | 162 | 169 6 7 6 7 6 2 3 3 4 5 13 15 14 20 13
13 Israeli practices 165 | 162 | 165 | 159 | 164 8 9 9 9 8 4 5 2 4 6 15 16 16 21 15
14 Assistance to Pal. People 192 | 192 | 192 [ 193 | 193 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
15 Self-determination 173 | 176 | 177 | 182 | 179 5 6 6 7 7 7 3 4 3 3 7 7 5 1 4
16 Natural Resources 164 | 165 | 167 | 167 | 170 8 8 8 7 7 5 7 5 6 9 15 12 12 13 7
- Highest number of yes votes in last 5 years

Lowest number of yes votes in last 5 years




Statement by H.E. Mr. Mahmoud Abbas
President of the State of Palestine
67" General Debate of the United Nations General Assembly,
New York, 27 September 2012

In the Name of God, the Compassionate, and the Merciful

President of the United Nations General Assembly,\lik Jeremic
Excellencies Heads of Delegations,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

At the outset, | wish to affirm our appreciatiom &ll Member States that, in their
statements to this Assembly, have stressed thexcyder progress towards the realization of a
just peace in our region that allows for the fidfiént by the Palestinian people of their
inalienable national rights.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Developments over the past year have confirmedt wea have persistently drawn
attention to and warned of: the catastrophic dangéne racist Israeli settler colonization of our
country.

During the past months, attacks by terrorist ragitof Israeli settlers have become a daily
reality, with at least 535 attacks perpetrated esitie beginning of this year. We are facing
relentless waves of attacks against our peoplepmsqgues, churches and monasteries, and our
homes and schools; they are unleashing their veagainst our trees, fields, crops and
properties, and our people have become fixed tmrfyat acts of killing and abuse with the
complete collusion of the occupying forces andisinaeli Government.

The escalation of settler attacks should not ssepanyone, for it is the inherent
byproduct of the continuation of occupation andaegnment policy that deliberately fosters the
settlements and settlers and deems their satsfatt be an absolute priority. And, it is the
inherent byproduct of the racist climate fueledabgulture of incitement in the Israeli curriculum
and extremist declarations, which are rife withré@dtand are rooted in a series of discriminatory
laws created and enacted over the years againBtallestinian people, as well as by the security
apparatus and courts, which provide excuse afteusexfor the settlers’ crimes and for their
accelerated release should one of them happen tarrbsted, and by official and military
commissions of inquiry, which fabricate justifiaats for soldiers who have committed what are
clearly considered to be war crimes and perpetratéxiof murder, torture and abuse of peaceful
civilians.

Over the past year, since the convening of thee@mssembly’s previous session,
Israel, the occupying Power, has persisted witlsetsiement campaign, focusing on Jerusalem
and its environs. It is a campaign clearly andbéeately aimed at altering the City’s historic
character and the glorious image of the Holy Cighed in the minds of humankind. It is a
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campaign of ethnic cleansing against the Palestipgople via the demolition of their homes

and prevention of their construction; the revoaataf residency rights; the denial of basic

services, especially with regard to constructionsciiool; the closure of institutions; and the

impoverishment of Jerusalem’s community via a s@fge@alls and checkpoints that are choking

the City and preventing millions of Palestinianenfr freely accessing its mosques, churches,
schools, hospitals and markets.

The occupying Power has also continued its coctstru and expansion of settlements in
different areas throughout the West Bank and caetints suffocating blockade as well as raids
and attacks against our people in the Gaza Sti, o this day continue to suffer from the
disastrous impact of the destructive war of aggnessommitted against them years ago. Nearly
five thousand Palestinians also remain captivera®mers and detainees in Israel’s jails. We
call on the international community to compel thev&nment of Israel to respect the Geneva
Conventions, and to investigate the conditions efedtion of Palestinian prisoners and
detainees, stressing the need for their releass; éhe soldiers in their people’s struggle for
freedom, independence and peace.

At the same time, the occupying Power continugigtden the siege and impose severe
restrictions on movement, preventing the Palestinidational Authority (PNA) from
implementing vital infrastructure projects and pdavg services to its citizens, who are also
being prevented from cultivating their land and riegdd of water for irrigation. It is also
obstructing the establishment of agricultural, isttial, tourism and housing projects by the
private sector in vast areas of the Occupied HalastTerritory, which are classified as areas
subject to the absolute control of the occupatwmch encompasses approximately 60% of the
West Bank. The occupying Power continues to dediiedy demolish what the PNA is building,
projects funded by donor brethren and friends, dastroying PNA projects involving the
building of roads, simple homes for its citizensl agricultural facilities. In fact, over the past
12 months, the Israeli occupying forces demolish@ Palestinian structures in these areas and
displaced 770 Palestinians from their homes. Tinesasures have caused great damage to our
economy and impeded our development programs awdt@rsector activity, compounding the
socio-economic difficulties being endured by ouogle under occupation, a fact confirmed by
international financial institutions.

Israel’s overall policy is ultimately leading toethwveakening of the Palestinian National
Authority, undermining its ability to carry out ifsinctions and to implement its obligations,
which threatens to undermine its very existencethrehtens its collapse.

All of this is taking place in the context of asrdeli political discourse that does not
hesitate to brandish aggressive, extremist positiovhich in many aspects and its practical
application on the ground is inciting religious @ant. This is something we firmly reject based
on our principles and convictions and our undeditapwhat it means to fuel such fires in this
very sensitive area full of explosive flashpointsl daow it can fuel the action of extremists from
various quarters, especially those trying to useraat, monotheistic religions as an ideological
justification for their terrorism.
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Mr. President,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

We, on our part, and as proof our seriousnessoamdsincere intention to create an
opening in this impasse, conducted exploratorystaith the Israeli Government at the
beginning of this year upon the initiative of thaddhemite Kingdom of Jordan. We have also
encouraged the expressed desires of several caamdricontribute to efforts to break the cycle
of deadlock and have also ourselves undertakeiatingés to create favorable conditions for the
resumption of negotiations. Unfortunately, howewbe result of all these initiatives has been
very negative.

Mr. President,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

There can only be one reading of the Israeli Gowent’s actions in our homeland and
of the positions it has presented to us regardiegtibstance of a permanent status agreement to
end the conflict and achieve peace. That one mgaéiads to one conclusion: that the Israel
Government rejects the two-State solution.

The two-State solution, i.e. the State of Palestioexisting alongside the State of Israel,
represents the spirit and essence of the histongpcomise embodied in the Oslo Declaration of
Principles, the agreement signed 19 years ago batwee Palestine Liberation Organization
(PLO) and the Government of Israel under the aespaf the United States of America on the
White House Lawn, a compromise by which the Pal&sti people accepted to establish their
State on only 22% of the territory of historic Piee for the sake of making peace.

The recent years have actually witnessed the mgdie acceleration and intensification
of Israeli measures aimed at emptying that agregrttemOslo Accords, of their meaning, while
simultaneously building facts on the ground in tBecupied Palestinian Territory that are
making the implementation of the Accords extrenuitiicult if not completely impossible.

Mr. President,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Israel aims to continue its occupation of Eastisalem, tade facto annex large areas of
the rest of the Occupied Palestinian Territory smdontinue occupying a large portion of the
Territory under different pretexts. It refusesetmgage in any serious discussion of the issue of
the Palestine refugees. It wants to continue gtaupation of Palestinian water aquifers and its
control over the most fertile agricultural areaur land as well as over our air, skies, borders
and our life in its entirely.

The final map and borders that can be drawn ioraence with Israel’s official positions
reveal to us the following: small Palestinian emelRsurrounded by large Israeli settlement blocs
and walls, checkpoints and vast security zones raads devoted to the settlers. Thus, the
enclaves would remain subject to the full dominan€emilitary, colonial occupation, only
packaged under new names, such as the unilataraffg@ the establishment of a so-called State

51



with provisional borders — a State with provisiohatders, this is a project that we categorically
reject because it will not bring about peace.

Mr. President,

Israel refuses to end the occupation and refuseddw the Palestinian people to attain
their rights and freedom and rejects the establksiirof the State of Palestine.

Mr. President,

Israel is promising the Palestinian people a netasteophe, a new Nakba, promising the
Palestinian people a new Nakba.

| speak on behalf of an angry people, a peoplefdas that, at the same time that they
continue with their calls for their right to freadoand their adoption of a culture of peace and
adherence to the principles and rules of internatidaw and resolutions of international
legitimacy, rewards continue to be illogically msed upon Israel, whose Government pursues
a policy of war, occupation and settlement colotza And Israel continues to be permitted to
enjoy impunity and some continue to obstruct theéeutaking of decisive positions regarding its
violations of international law and covenants. sThin fact, represents a license for the
occupation to continue its policy of dispossessamal ethnic cleansing and encourages it to
entrench its system of Apartheid against the FHalastpeople.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Despite our genuine feelings of anger, we, in miaene of the Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO), the sole legitimate represérgavf the Palestinian people — the sole
legitimate representative of the Palestinian peaphech will not accept to be divided into two,
and we shall not allowed it to be divided into twee are the sole legitimate representative of the
Palestinian people. | reaffirm, without hesitatibat we as committed to peace and international
legitimacy and its covenants and its resolutionsvasare adherent to our inalienable national
rights and aspirations, and we reaffirm that we emenmitted to non-violence and reject
terrorism in all its forms, particularly State w@tism.

Despite our feelings of disappointment and oupdgswe continue to sincerely extend
our hands to the Israeli people to make peace.réalize that ultimately the two peoples must
live and coexist, each in their respective Statethie Holy Land. Further, we realize that
progress towards making peace is through negatmtietween the PLO and Israel.

Despite all the complexities of the prevailinglityaand all the frustrations that abound,
we say before the international community: therstiis a chance - maybe the last - to save the
two-State solution and to salvage peace.

However, this urgent task must be pursued via\a approach. Whoever rushes to

advise us to repeat an experience that has pravdre tfutile - negotiations with the Israeli
Government without clear terms of reference - musterstand that this will result in
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reproduction of failure and again provide a cowar éntrenchment of the occupation and will
finish off an already-dying peace process. Andp&wer who advises us to wait, must realize
that the festering situation in our country and cegion has its own timing and can neither
withstand further procrastination or delay nomitscement at the bottom of the global agenda.

The approach required for saving the chance facg@emust first and foremost be
predicated on the understanding that racial settilEmization must be condemned, punished and
boycotted in order for it to be completely haltat e&liminated. This approach also requires
reaffirmation of and adherence to the terms ofregfee and foundations of the solution to the
conflict, which have been endorsed by all of you.

The core components of a just solution to the Siaian-Israeli conflict do not require
effort to discover, but rather what is needed is thill to implement them. Marathon
negotiations are not required to determine therhrdther what is needed is the sincere intention
reach peace. And those components are by no naeamysterious puzzle or intractable riddle,
but rather are the clearest and most logical invtbdd. This includes the establishment of the
independence of the State of Palestine, with Eaasisdlem as its capital, over the entire territory
occupied by lIsrael since 1967, and the realizatibm just, agreed solution to the Palestine
refugee issue in accordance with resolution 19% @ prescribed in the Arab Peace Initiative.

Indeed, the fundamental components of the solutidhe conflict exist in the documents
and resolutions of the United Nations, you have aimd in the resolutions of regional
organizations, starting from the League of Aralt&tathe Organization of Islamic Cooperation
(OIC), the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) and the Afaic Union (AU), as well as in the
statements of the European Union (EU) and thenatenal Quartet. However, what is the use
of all those terms of reference if Israeli contiae and is encouraged to ignore all those terms
of reference.

The international community, embodied in the Wshidations, is required now more than
ever to uphold its responsibilities. The Secufityuncil is called upon to urgently adopt a
resolution comprising the basis and foundationsaf@olution to the Palestinian-Israeli conflict
that would serve as a binding reference and gwdalf if the vision of two-States, Israel and
Palestine, is to survive and if peace is to prewvaithe land of peace, the birthplace of Jesus
(Peace be upon Him), and ascension of the ProphéiaMmad (Peace be upon Him), and the
final resting place of Abraham (Peace be upon Hihg land of the three monotheistic religions.

Mr. President,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

All things considered, the establishment of a,fiedependent State of Palestine is a
sacred right of the Palestinian people and a dtideznent that must be realized for it has been
long overdue for too many decades. It is not atgvastowed upon us by anyone it is a right, and
the Palestinian people are entitled to this right.

At the same time, the Palestinian National Autiyorhas affirmed, through
implementation of its State institution-buildingogram, the ability to create an advanced model
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for an effective, modern State through the develamnof the performance of its institutions,
public finance management through the adoptionrarisparency, accountability and rules of
good governance. These achievements have beed@ausby the Ad Hoc Liaison Committee
(AHLC), the World Bank and the International Mongtd&und to constitute an impressive
undertaking and success story, one that was agaamended in the latest report just a few days
ago, confirming full Palestinian readiness for transition to an independent State, while at the
same time stressing that the Israeli occupatiorairesithe only obstacle to the realization of the
State of Palestine.

Mr. President,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

When, a year ago during the previous sessioneoGineral Assembly, we submitted our
application for consideration by the Security Calitmallow the State of Palestine to assume its
rightful place among the nations of the world asilamember in the United Nations, a major
and hostile uproar was raised by some againstptliscal, diplomatic, peaceful step aimed at
saving the peace process by asserting its basidoaimdlation. However, our endeavor was
aborted, despite the fact that the overwhelmingonitgjof the countries of the world supported,
and continues to support, our application. | sstearsingle reason for opposing this request.

Yet, last autumn, when the countries of the wdrddl the opportunity to declare their
stance without any restrictions or “veto”, they eat despite enormous pressures, in strong
support of the acceptance of Palestine as a Meiatate of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). éay has passed and Palestine, the homeland
of Mahmoud Darwish and Edward Said, is playingaie in UNESCO with high responsibility
and professionalism, and is committed to intermati@onventions, cooperating with all Member
States in order to advance the objectives of tigarozation, and providing a model of what its
positive, constructive contribution in internatiboaganizations would be.

In order to enhance the chances for peace, Lad@sGantlemen, we will continue our
efforts to obtain full membership for Palestingret United Nations. And, for the same purpose,
we have begun intensive consultations with vari@gonal organizations and Member States
aimed at having the General Assembly adopt a résolaonsidering the State of Palestine as a
non-Member State of the United Nations during #ession. We are confident that the vast
majority of the countries of the world support @ndeavor aimed at salvaging the chances for a
just peace.

In our endeavor, we do not seek to delegitimizeasting State - that is Israel; but rather
to assert the State that must be realized - tHaalisstine. We are not attempting to delegitimize
them, they are delegitimizing us.

Mr. President,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

More than 64 years have passed since Al-Nakbadadje portion of those who were its
direct victims and witnessed its horrors have digith their memories preserved in their minds
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and hearts about their beautiful world that wasadeted, their warm homes that were
demolished, and their peaceful villages that werased from existence, and about their
renaissance that was undermined, and their loved,ahear men, women and children, who
were killed in wars, massacres, attacks, raidsiacgrsions, and about their beautiful country
that was a beacon of coexistence, tolerance, poegnmed a crossroads of civilization. They died
in the camps of displacement and refuge to whiely there expelled following their uprooting
from their homeland as they awaited the moment hickvthey would resume their suspended
lives and complete their journey that was interedpand repair their shattered dreams. They
died while they clung to their legitimate humarhti¢p justice and freedom and to redress for the
historic unprecedented injustice inflicted uponntheHasn't the time come to undue this
injustice?

At present, 77% of the Palestinian people are utiteeage of 35 years. Although they
did not experience the horrors of Al-Nakba, thepwrvery well the details of its horrendous
facts from the accounts told to them by their pes@md grandparents who endured it. And, they
are suffering its ongoing effects until today anctrg day as a result of the practices of the
occupation and the settlers on a land that is dgiing and a horizon before them that is
blocked against their simple, ordinary dreams. Téeg their homeland and, their present and
future vulnerable to continued usurpation and tsey firmly: we will not allow a new Nakba to
happen.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

| say to you that the brave Palestinian peoplé wat allow themselves to be the victim
of a new Nakba. We will not allow that to happea will stay in our land, my people will
continue their epic steadfastness and eternal\alrii their beloved land, every inch of which
carries the evidence and landmarks affirming theots and unique connection throughout
ancient history. There is no homeland for us ex&glestine, and there is no land for us but
Palestine. We shall not accept an alternative teomdenor an alternative land, Palestine is our
homeland and shall remain our homeland. Our peeplecontinue to build the institutions of
their State and will continue to strive to achiexional reconciliation to restore the unity of our
nation, people and institutions via resorting te Hallot boxes, which will confirm our people’s
pluralistic democratic choice. Our people are alstermined to continue peaceful popular
resistance — peaceful popular resistance, consigiéim international humanitarian law, against
the occupation and the settlements and for the aglalkeedom, independence and peace.

Mr. President,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Prevent the occurrence of a new Nakba in the Hahd.
Prevent the occurrence of a new Nakba in the Halydl
Support the realization of a free, independenteSiaPalestine now.

Let peace be victorious before it is too lateadeebe upon you.
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President of the United Nations General Assembly,
Mr. Secretary-General,

Excellencies Heads of Delegations,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

| wish to begin by extending congratulations te fresident of the &7session of the
United Nations General Assembly, H.E. Mr. Vuk Jeemwishing him all success. | express
appreciation as well to H.E. Mr. Nassir AbdulazikMasser for his leadership of the previous
General Assembly session, and also to the UnitatbhaSecretary-General, H.E. Mr. Ban Ki-
moon, for his tireless efforts at the helm of tiiganization.

Also, from the outset, | wish to affirm our appegion to all Member States that, in their
statements to this Assembly, have stressed thexcyder progress towards the realization of a
just peace in our region that allows for the fidfiént by the Palestinian people of their
inalienable national rights.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Developments over the past year have confirmedt we have persistently drawn
attention to and warned of: the catastrophic dangéne racist Israeli settlement of our country,
Palestine.

During the past months, attacks by terrorist magitof Israeli settlers have become a daily
reality, with at least 535 attacks perpetrated esitie beginning of this year. We are facing
relentless waves of attacks against our peoplepmsqgues, churches and monasteries, and our
homes and schools; they are unleashing their veagainst our trees, fields, crops and
properties, and our people have become fixed trfgat acts of killing and abuse with the
complete collusion of the occupying forces andlsinaeli Government.

The escalation of settler attacks should not ssepanyone, for it is the inherent
byproduct of the continuation of occupation ancaegnment policy that deliberately fosters the
settlements and settlers and deems their sat@fatti be an absolute priority. And, it is the
inherent byproduct of the racist climate fueledabgulture of incitement in the Israeli curriculum
and extremist declarations, which are rife withréatand are rooted in a series of discriminatory
laws created and enacted over the years againBtallestinian people, as well as by the security
apparatus and courts, which provide excuse afteusexfor the settlers’ crimes and for their
accelerated release should one of them happen tarrbsted, and by official and military
commissions of inquiry, which fabricate justifiaats for soldiers who have committed what are
clearly considered to be war crimes and perpetratésiof murder, torture and abuse of peaceful
civilians.

Over the past year, since the convening of thee@tnmssembly’'s previous session,
Israel, the occupying Power, has persisted witlsetsiement campaign, focusing on Jerusalem
and its environs. It is a campaign clearly andbeéeately aimed at altering the City’s historic
character and the glorious image of the Holy Cighed in the minds of humankind. It is a
campaign of ethnic cleansing against the Palestip@ople via the demolition of their homes
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and prevention of their construction; the revoacatmf residency rights; the denial of basic

services, especially with regard to constructionsdfiool; the closure of institutions; and the

impoverishment of Jerusalem’s community via a sefge@alls and checkpoints that are choking

the City and preventing millions of Palestinianenir freely accessing its mosques, churches,
schools, hospitals and markets.

The occupying Power has also continued its coctstmu and expansion of settlements in
different areas throughout the West Bank and caetinits suffocating blockade as well as raids
and attacks against our people in the Gaza Sty to this day continue to suffer from the
disastrous impact of the destructive war of aggnessommitted against them years ago. Nearly
five thousand Palestinians also remain captiversemers and detainees in Israel’s jails. We
call on the international community to compel theve&nment of Israel to respect the Geneva
Conventions, to lift the blockade of Gaza and teestigate the conditions of detention of
Palestinian prisoners and detainees, stressingetbe for their release; they are soldiers in their
people’s struggle for freedom, independence andgea

At the same time, the occupying Power continugggtden the siege and impose severe
restrictions on movement, preventing the Palestinidational Authority (PNA) from
implementing vital infrastructure projects and pdavg services to its citizens, who are also
being prevented from cultivating their land and rikegdd of water for irrigation. It is also
obstructing the establishment of agricultural, isttial, tourism and housing projects by the
private sector in vast areas of the Occupied RaiastAuthority, which are classified as areas
subject to the absolute control of the occupatwmch encompasses approximately 60% of the
West Bank. The occupying Power continues to dedileéy demolish what the PNA is building,
projects funded by donor brethren and friends, dastroying PNA projects involving the
building of roads, simple homes for its citizensl agricultural facilities. In fact, over the past
12 months, the Israeli occupying forces demolisht@ Palestinian structures in these areas and
displaced 770 Palestinians from their homes. ThHkgml measures have caused great damage
to our economy and impeded our development programd private sector activity,
compounding the socio-economic difficulties beimglered by our people under occupation, a
fact confirmed by international institutions.

Israel’'s overall policy is ultimately leading toethweakening of the Palestinian National
Authority, undermining its ability to carry out ifsinctions and to implement its obligations,
which threatens to undermine its very existencetarehtens its collapse.

All of this is taking place in the context of asrdeli political discourse that does not
hesitate to brandish aggressive, extremist positiovhich in many aspects and its practical
application on the ground is inciting religious @ant. This is something we firmly reject based
on our principles and convictions and our undeditejnwhat it means to fuel such fires in this
very sensitive area full of explosive flashpointsl dnow it can fuel the action of extremists from
various quarters, especially those trying to userant, monotheistic religions as an ideological
justification for their terrorism.
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Mr. President,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

We, on our part, and as proof our seriousnessoamdsincere intention to create an
opening in this impasse, conducted exploratorystaith the Israeli Government at the
beginning of this year upon the initiative of thaddhemite Kingdom of Jordan. We have also
encouraged the expressed desires of several caamdricontribute to efforts to break the cycle
of deadlock and have also ourselves undertakeiatingés to create favorable conditions for the
resumption of negotiations. Unfortunately, howewbe result of all these initiatives has been
very negative.

Mr. President,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

There can only be one understanding of the Is@&liernment’s actions in our homeland
and of the positions it has presented to us reggrdine substance of a permanent status
agreement to end the conflict and achieve peacdat Bne understanding leads to one
conclusion: that the Israeli Government rejectstiye State solution.

The two-State solution, i.e. the State of Palestioexisting alongside the State of Israel,
represents the spirit and essence of the histongpcomise embodied in the Oslo Declaration of
Principles, the agreement signed 19 years ago batwee Palestine Liberation Organization
(PLO) and the Government of Israel under the aespaf the United States of America on the
White House Lawn, a compromise by which the Pal&sti people accepted to establish their
State on only 22% of the territory of historic Piee for the sake of making peace.

The recent years have actually witnessed the rgdgie acceleration and intensification
of Israeli measures aimed at emptying the Oslo Alof their meaning, while simultaneously
building facts on the ground in the Occupied Palest Territory that are making the
implementation of the Accords extremely difficdlhot completely impossible.

Mr. President,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Israel aims to continue its occupation of Eastis&em, to de facto annex large areas of
the rest of the Occupied Palestinian Territory smdontinue occupying a large portion of the
Territory under different pretexts. It refusesetmgage in any serious discussion of the issue of
the Palestine refugees. It wants to continue ¢tsupation of Palestinian water basins and its
control over the most fertile agricultural areasour land as well as over our air, skies and
borders.

The final map and borders that can be drawn ioraence with Israel’s official positions
reveal to us the following: small Palestinian emelRsurrounded by large Israeli settlement blocs
and walls, checkpoints and vast security zones raads devoted to the settlers. Thus, the
enclaves would remain subject to the full dominan€emilitary, colonial occupation, only
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packaged under new names, such as the unilatenalfpi a so-called State with provisional
borders.

Mr. President,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Israel refuses to end the occupation and refuseddw the Palestinian people to attain
their rights and freedom and rejects the indepecelenthe State of Palestine.

Israel is promising the Palestinian people a neasteophe, a new Nakba.

Mr. President,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

| speak on behalf of an angry people, a peopleféss that, at the same time that they
continue with their calls for their right to freadoand their adoption of a culture of peace and
adherence to the principles and rules of internatidaw and resolutions of international
legitimacy, rewards continue to be illogically msed upon Israel, whose Government pursues
a policy of war, occupation and settlement colotnira And Israel continues to be permitted to
evade accountability and punishment and some asntio obstruct the undertaking of decisive
positions regarding its violations of internatiotelv and covenants. This, in fact, represents a
license for the occupation to continue its polidy dispossession and ethnic cleansing and
encourages it to entrench its system of aparthgathat the Palestinian people.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Despite our real feelings of anger, we, in the @aof the Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO), the sole legitimate represérgabf the Palestinian people, reaffirm,
without hesitation, that we as committed to peawk iaternational legitimacy and its covenants
and its resolutions as we are adherent to oureinaltile national rights and aspirations, and we
reaffirm that we are committed to non-violence ag@ct terrorism in all its forms, particularly
State terrorism.

Despite our feelings of disappointment and loskagfe, we continue to sincerely extend
our hands to the Israeli people to make peace.rééize that ultimately the two peoples must
live and coexist, each in their respective Statethie Holy Land. Further, we realize that
progress towards making peace is through negatsbetween the PLO and Israel.

Despite all the complexities of the prevailinglityaand all the frustrations that abound,
we say before the international community: therstiis a chance - maybe the last - to save the
two-State solution and to salvage peace.

However, this urgent task must be pursued via\a approach. Whoever rushes to
advise us to repeat an experience that has pravee fruitless - negotiations with the Israeli
Government without clear terms of reference - mustlerstand that this will result in
reproduction of failure and again provide a cowvar éntrenchment of the occupation and will
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finish off an already-dying peace process. Andp&wer who advises us to wait, must realize
that the festering situation in our country and cegion has its own timing and can neither
withstand further procrastination and delay noplesecement at the bottom of the global agenda.

The approach required for saving the chance facg@emust first and foremost be
predicated on the understanding that racial settiemization must be condemned, punished and
boycotted in order for it to be completely haltedlhis approach also requires reaffirmation of
and adherence to the terms of reference and foiendadf the solution to the conflict, which
have been endorsed by all of you.

The core components of a just solution to the Sdialan-Israeli conflict do not require
effort to discover, but rather what is needed s Will to implement them. And marathon
negotiations are not required to determine therhrdther what is needed is the sincere intention
reach peace. And those components are by no naeamysterious puzzle or intractable riddle,
but rather are the clearest and most logical inwbedd. This includes the realization of the
independence of the State of Palestine, with Eastsdlem as its capital, over the entire territory
occupied by lIsrael since 1967, and the realizatibm just, agreed solution to the Palestine
refugee issue in accordance with resolution 19% @k prescribed in the Arab Peace Initiative.

Indeed, the fundamental components of the solatidhe conflict exist in the documents
and resolutions of the United Nations and in theoh&ions of regional organizations, starting
from the League of Arab States, the Organizationstdmic Cooperation (OIC), the Non-
Aligned Movement (NAM) and the African Union (AUas well as in the statements of the
European Union (EU) and the international Quartet.

The international community, embodied in the Uilations, is required now more than
ever to uphold its responsibilities. The Secufityuncil is called upon to urgently adopt a
resolution comprising the basis and foundationsaf@olution to the Palestinian-Israeli conflict
that would serve as a binding reference and gwdalf if the vision of two-States, Israel and
Palestine, is to survive and if peace is to prewailhe land of peace, the birthplace of Jesus
(peace be upon him), and ascension of the ProplitaMmad (peace be upon him), and the
final resting place of Abraham (peace be upon hih@and of the three monotheistic religions.

Mr. President,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

The independence and freedom of the State of tHedeis above all and ultimately a
sacred right of the Palestinian people and anlemi&nt that must be realized for it has been long
overdue for too many decades.

At the same time, the Palestinian National Autiyorhas affirmed, through
implementation of its State institution-buildingogram, the ability to create an advanced model
for an effective, modern State through the develamnof the performance of its institutions,
public finance management through the adoptionrarisparency, accountability and rules of
good governance. These achievements have beed@ausby the Ad Hoc Liaison Committee
(AHLC), the World Bank and the International Mongtd&und to constitute an impressive
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undertaking and success story, one that was agaamended in the latest report just a few days
ago, confirming full Palestinian readiness for transition to an independent State, while at the
same time stressing that the Israeli occupatiorairesithe only obstacle to the realization of the
State of Palestine.

Mr. President,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

When, a year ago during the previous sessioneoGineral Assembly, we submitted our
application for consideration by the Security Calitmallow the State of Palestine to assume its
rightful place among the nations of the world asilamember in the United Nations, a major
and hostile uproar was raised by some againstptliscal, diplomatic, peaceful step aimed at
saving the peace process by asserting its basidoaimdlation. However, our endeavor was
aborted, despite the fact that the overwhelmingonitgjof the countries of the world supported,
and continues to support, our application.

Yet, last autumn, when the countries of the wdrddl the opportunity to declare their
stance without any restrictions or “veto”, they eat despite enormous pressures, in strong
support of the acceptance of Palestine as a Meidtate of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). #ay has passed and Palestine, the homeland
of Mahmoud Darwish and Edward Said, is playingaie in UNESCO with high responsibility
and professionalism, and is committed to intermati@onventions, cooperating with all Member
States in order to advance the objectives of tigarozation, and providing a model of what its
positive, constructive contribution in internatiboaganizations would be.

Mr. President,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

In order to enhance the chances for peace, wecwaiitinue our efforts to obtain full
membership for Palestine at the United Nations.d,Aor the same purpose, we have begun
intensive consultations with various regional oigations and Member States aimed at having
the General Assembly adopt a resolution considetegState of Palestine as a non-Member
State of the United Nations during this sessione &k confident that the vast majority of the
countries of the world support our endeavor ainteshlvaging the chances for a just peace.

In our endeavor, we do not seek to delegitimizexasting State - that is Israel; but rather
to assert the State that must be realized - tHalisstine.

Mr. President,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

More than 64 years have passed since Al-Nakbadadje portion of those who were its
direct victims and witnessed its horrors have digth their memories preserved in their minds
and hearts about their beautiful world that wasadeted, their warm homes that were
demolished, and their peaceful villages that werased from existence, and about their
renaissance that was undermined, and their loved,ahear men, women and children, who
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were killed in wars, massacres, attacks, raidsiacarsions, and about their beautiful country
that was a beacon of coexistence, tolerance, ppegmed a crossroads of civilization. They died
in the camps of displacement and refuge to whiely there expelled following their uprooting
from their homeland as they awaited the moment hiickvthey would resume their suspended
lives and complete their journey that was interedpand repair their shattered dreams. They
died while they clung to their legitimate humarhti¢p justice and freedom and to redress for the
historic unprecedented injustice inflicted upomthe

At present, 77% of the Palestinian people are utiteeage of 35 years. Although they
did not experience the horrors of Al-Nakba, thepwrvery well the details of its horrendous
facts from the accounts told to them by their pes@md grandparents who endured it. And, they
are suffering its ongoing effects until today anctrg day as a result of the practices of the
occupation and the settlers on a land that is dgiing and a horizon before them that is
blocked against their simple, ordinary dreams. Téeg their homeland and, their present and
future vulnerable to continued usurpation and tsey firmly: we will not allow a new Nakba to
happen.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

| say to you that the brave Palestinian peoplé wat allow themselves to be the victim
of a new Nakba. My people will continue their epteadfastness and eternal survival in their
beloved land, every inch of which carries the enaieand landmarks affirming their roots and
unique connection throughout ancient history. €hemo homeland for us except Palestine, and
there is no land for us but Palestine. Our peopliecontinue to build the institutions of their
State and will continue to strive to achieve nadloreconciliation to restore the unity of our
nation, people and institutions via resorting te Hallot boxes, which will confirm our people’s
pluralistic democratic choice. Our people are alstermined to continue peaceful popular
resistance, consistent with international humaiaitadaw, against the occupation and the
settlements and for the sake of freedom, indeperedand peace.

Mr. President,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Prevent the occurrence of a new Nakba in the Hahd.
Support the realization of a free, independenteSiaPalestine now.

Let peace be victorious before it is too late.
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Statement by H.E. Mr. Mahmoud Abbas
President of the State of Palestine
on the I nternational Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People,
New York, 29 November 2012

H.E. Mr. Ban Ki-moon,
Secretary-General of the United Nations

H.E. Mr. Vuk Jeremic,
President of the General Assembly of the Uniteddvat

H.E. Ambassador Hardeep Singh Puri,
President of the Security Council

H.E. Ambassador Abdou Salam Diallo,
Chairman of the Committee on the Exercise of tladiénable Rights
of the Palestinian People

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Palestinian people and the Palastileadership, it is my honor to
address the international community on this Inteonal Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian
People. As we gather again commemorate this dayjonso with pride - proud of the resilience
of our people, in spite of the many long decaddsjaktice, oppression, and hardship, and proud
of the strong support for the just cause of Palestimanating from all corners of the globe.

| reaffirm our deepest gratitude to all Member &ativil society, and ordinary people
from around the world who are standing in soligatth the Palestinian people and whose
unwavering support for the legitimate national espns of the Palestinian people, has been
vital in maintaining our conviction that peace gndtice are possible and will one day soon
prevail.

We are humbled by this historic support and sayhsday: your support is more vital
than ever at this critical, decisive moment in time appeal to you to stand firm for peace, for
the rule of law, and for right over might. The érhas come for Member States to uphold the
principles and words they have committed themseloesver and over. It is high time to find
the political will to act resolutely in line withhé longstanding positions in support of the
inalienable rights of our people, including to s#dftermination in their independent State of
Palestine, with East Jerusalem as its capital,iarglipport of a peaceful, just, comprehensive
and lasting settlement to the conflict, for whibere is clearly no military solution.

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

We recognize the noble efforts of the United Nationby the major organs and
specialized agencies, including in particular UNRWAvis-a-vis the question of Palestine,
consistent with the permanent responsibility of thated Nations until the question is justly
resolved in all aspects. We express appreciatortife goodwill efforts of H.E. Secretary-
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General Ban Ki-moon and the serious efforts ofGbhemittee on the Exercise of the Inalienable
Rights of the Palestinian People in support of the realization of the rights of tRalestinian
people and a peaceful settlement of the IsraekdBalan conflict.

We are grateful for the strong resolutions adojteithe General Assembly, the Security
Council, the Human Rights Council and other organd bodies of the United Nations, which
are firmly rooted in international law, includingimmanitarian and human rights law, which have
safeguarded the rights of the Palestinian peopée the decades, and which address all facets of
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict - includinignter alia, the core issues of the Palestine refugees, the
right to self-determination, the status of Jerusalthe illegal Israeli settlement campaign, and
the unjust blockade against our people in the Gddp - and which repeatedly call for an end to
Israel’s military occupation of the Palestinian ftery, including East Jerusalem, consistent
with the principle of the inadmissibility of the gquasition of territory by force and the principle
of land for peace.

On this 68' anniversary of the General Assembly’s adoptionresfolution 181 (II)
(2947), which partitioned Mandate Palestine into States - Israel and Palestine, we continue to
look to the United Nations and appeal to the iragéamal community to uphold this covenant to
our people to allow them to live in freedom andnilig in their homeland and to act in the
interest of peace and security in our region.

We underscore, in this regard, the call in resofuti81 for sympathetic consideration to
be given to the application for membership in thaitéd Nations by either State, and recall
further that Israel’'s admission to the United Nasioin 1949 was accompanied by two
conditions: Israel's commitment to the Partitiorsolation and the establishment of the
Palestinian State, as well as to resolution 193, @hlling, inter alia, for the return of Palestine
refugees to their homes and just compensation.

And, this year, which marked the passage of 45sysimce the June 1967 war in which
Israel forcibly occupied the remaining territoryhagtorical Palestine - the West Bank, including
East Jerusalem, and the Gaza Strip - we reitehnatethis unjust situation must end. We thus
reiterate our urgent calls to the international oamity to compel compliance by Israel, the
occupying Power, with its legal obligations, reletveesolutions and international commitments.
Israel cannot continue to be permitted to act @gsfa State above the law without consequence.
Serious collective action is required to send arclaessage to Israel that it must abide by the
law; that it is time to for this prolonged, illegitate occupation to come to an end; and that it is
time for realization of the two-State solution of mmdependent, sovereign, democratic, viable
and contiguous State of Palestine, with East Jenmsas its capital, living side by side with
Israel in peace and security on the basis of teelp67 borders, ushering in an era of genuine
peace and coexistence between our peoples and regan.

Ladies and Gentlemen, dear Friends,

This is a matter of urgency because, in the midstudoulent crises throughout the
region, the critical situation in the Occupied Btilgan Territory, including East Jerusalem, is
totally unsustainable and risks further destalikzg taking us farther away from our shared
goal of peace. In this regard, we condemn thentdseaeli aggression against our people in the
Gaza Strip and call for protection for our peomeshsure these crimes are not repeated by the
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occupying Power. We reaffirm our appreciation tdreose who contributed to bringing an end
to the onslaught, especially Egypt.

The Palestinian leadership continues to act withost responsibility to serve its people
and uphold its legal obligations and commitmeritshas consistently acted in good will for the
sake of peace, repeatedly reaffirming its adherémdbe longstanding parameters of the peace
process - embodied in Security Council resolutiahg, Madrid principles, the Arab Peace
Initiative and the Quartet Roadmap - and its adimrdo the two-State solution.

We have expressed our readiness for maassyte reach a solution to the conflict with
Israel that ensures relative justice, and confowrth international resolutions and initiatives
through the establishment of our Palestinian Siatenly 22 percent of the territory of historical
Palestine, with East Jerusalem as its capital,tamdach a just and agreed upon solution to the
plight of Palestine refugees in accordance withegeanrAssembly resolution 194(lll).

We reaffirm these commitments and that readinesse cagain today. Despite
diminishing hopes and the decline of the situaonthe ground due to Israel violations, we
remain committed to the two-State solution andhand remains extended in peace.

This is why we have embarked on the multilaterahgeful, political initiative that will

be considered by the General Assembly this afterrtooaccord Non-member Observer State
status to Palestine in the United Nations. Oufgpemce remains full membership in the United
Nations, which is our legitimate, legal and histaight, and we hope that the Security Council
will one day soon positively recommend our applaatto the General Assembly. In the
interim, we appeal to Member States for their ppled support of the draft resolution today in
support of the Palestinian people, in recognitibriheir State and as an investment in peace.
This is indeed a positive, constructive effort aihag preserving the two-State solution.

On this day, the International Day of 8atity with the Palestinian People, we affirm
that we are a people clinging to our land and wieremain in it. And we have faith that every
person with conscience in the world, and everyeStaspecting the United Nations Charter, will
support and contribute to enabling our people ter@se their right to self-determination and to
achieve independence in their State of Palestiith,Bast Jerusalem as its capital.

With best regards, profound gratitude and appneciat

May peace and God’s mercy and blessings be upan you

Mahmoud Abbas
President of the State of Palestine
Chairman of the Executive Committee of
the Palestine Liberation Organization
President of the Palestinian National Authority
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Statement by H.E. Mr. Mahmoud Abbas
President of the State of Palestine
on agenda item #37, Question of Palestine,
New York, 29 November 2012

Mr. President of the General Assembly,
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Palestine comes today to the United Nations GéAasembly at a time when it is still
tending to its wounds and still burying its belouwadrtyrs of children, women and men who
have fallen victim to the latest Israeli aggressistill searching for remnants of life amid the
ruins of homes destroyed by Israeli bombs on theaGatrip, wiping out entire families, their
men, women and children murdered along with thesadhs, their hopes, their future and their
longing to live an ordinary life and to live in #@om and peace.

Palestine comes today to the General Assemblyulseda believes in peace and because
its people, as proven in past days, are in despaesd of it.

Palestine comes today to this prestigious inténal forum, representative and protector
of international legitimacy, reaffirming our contian that the international community now
stands before the last chance to save the two-Staigon.

Palestine comes to you today at a defining momegionally and internationally, in
order to reaffirm its presence and to try to prbtee possibilities and the foundations of a just
peace that is deeply hoped for in our region.

Mr. President,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Israeli aggression against our people in taeaGstrip has confirmed once again the
urgent and pressing need to end the Israeli ocimupand for our people to gain their freedom
and independence. This aggression also confirmddtaeli Government’s adherence to the
policy of occupation, brute force and war, whichunn obliges the international community to
shoulder its responsibilities towards the Palestirpeople and towards peace.

This is why we are here today.

| say with great pain and sorrow... there was celgaio one in the world that required
that tens of Palestinian children lose their live®rder to reaffirm the above-mentioned facts.
There was no need for thousands of deadly raidst@msl of explosives for the world to be
reminded that there is an occupation that must ctman end and that there are a people that
must be liberated. And, there was no need forvg devastating war in order for us to be aware
of the absence of peace.

This is why we are here today.
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Mr. President,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Palestinian people, who miraculously recovérmeah the ashes of Al-Nakba of 1948,
which was intended to extinguish their being andxpel them in order to uproot and erase their
presence, which was rooted in the depths of thend bnd depths of history. In those dark days,
when hundreds of thousands of Palestinians weneftom their homes and displaced within and
outside of their homeland, thrown from their befalitiembracing, prosperous country to refugee
camps in one of the most dreadful campaigns ofiettleansing and dispossession in modern
history. In those dark days, our people had lodketie United Nations as a beacon of hope and
appealed for ending the injustice and for achie\jugfice and peace, the realization of our
rights, and our people still believe in this andtooue to wait.

This is why we are here today.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

In the course of our long national struggle, oepgle have always strived to ensure
harmony and conformity between the goals and meftiir struggle and international law and
spirit of the era in accordance with prevailinglitees and changes. And, our people always
have strived not to lose their humanity, their leigih deeply-held moral values and their
innovative abilities for survival, steadfastneggativity and hope, despite the horrors that befell
them and continue befall them today as a conseguain&l-Nakba and its horrors.

Despite the enormity and weight of this task, teestine Liberation Organization
(PLO), the sole, legitimate representative of tladegtinian people and the constant leader of
their revolution and struggle, has consistentlivstt to achieve this harmony and conformity.

When the Palestine National Council decided in8188 pursue the Palestinian peace
initiative and adopted the Declaration of Indepemde which was based on resolution 181 (II)
(29 November 1947), adopted by your august bodwyas in fact undertaking, under the
leadership of the late President Yasser Arafatistotic, difficult and courageous decision that
defined the requirements for a historic reconc¢dmathat would turn the page on war, aggression
and occupation.

This was not an easy matter. Yet, we had the geuaad sense of high responsibility to
make the right decision to protect the higher mationterests of our people and to confirm our
adherence to international legitimacy, and it waslegision which in that same year was
welcomed, supported and blessed by this high bloatyi$ meeting today.

Ladies and Gentlemen,
We have heard and you too have heard specificay the past months the incessant

flood of Israeli threats in response to our pedcgbolitical and diplomatic endeavor for
Palestine to acquire non-member observer StatbenJnited Nations. And, you have surely
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witnessed how some of these threats have beeredaaut in a barbaric and horrific manner just
days ago in the Gaza Strip.

We have not heard one word from any Israeli adfieixpressing any sincere concern to
save the peace process. On the contrary, our @éapk witnessed, and continue to witness, an
unprecedented intensification of military assauhg blockade, settlement activities and ethnic
cleansing, particularly in Occupied East Jerusakamd, mass arrests, attacks by settlers and other
practices by which this Israeli occupation is bet@rsynonymous with an apartheid system of
colonial occupation, which institutionalizes theagiie of racism and entrenches hatred and
incitement.

What permits the Israeli Government to blatantiytcue with its aggressive policies
and the perpetration of war crimes stems from atsviction that it is above the law and that it
has immunity from accountability and consequencebis belief is bolstered by the failure by
some to condemn and demand the cessation of ilstieies and crimes and by position that
eguate the victim and the executioner.

The moment has arrived for the world to say cledhough of aggression, settlements
and occupation.

This is why we are here now.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

We did not come here seeking to delegitimize @aeStatablished years ago, and that is
Israel; rather we came to affirm the legitimacy thie State that must now achieve its
independence, and that is Palestine. We did noedoeere to add further complications to the
peace process, which Israel’s policies have thriminthe intensive care unit; rather we came to
launch a final serious attempt to achieve peacer éddeavor is not aimed at terminating what
remains of the negotiations process, which hasitesibjective and credibility, but rather aimed
at trying to breathe new life into the negotiati@amsl at setting a solid foundation for it based on
the terms of reference of the relevant internatisasolutions in order for the negotiations to
succeed.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Palestine Liberation Organizatibsay: We will not give up, we will
not tire, and our determination will not wane and will continue to strive to achieve a just
peace.

However, above all and after all, | affirm thatrgoeople will not relinquish their
inalienable national rights, as defined by Uniteatibhs resolutions. And our people cling to the
right to defend themselves against aggression acdpation and they will continue their
popular, peaceful resistance and their epic stetfas and will continue to build on their land.
And, they will end the division and strengthen thetional unity. We will accept no less than
the independence of the State of Palestine, witkt Harusalem as its capital, on all the
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Palestinian territory occupied in 1967, to livepeace and security alongside the State of Israel,
and a solution for the refugee issue on the bdsiesolution 194 (lll), as per the operative part
of the Arab Peace Initiative.

Yet, we must repeat here once again our warning: window of opportunity is
narrowing and time is quickly running out. The ropk patience is shortening and hope is
withering. The innocent lives that have been talagrisraeli bombs - more than 168 martyrs,
mostly children and women, including 12 membersmé family, the Dalou family, in Gaza -
are a painful reminder to the world that this rgai®lonial occupation is making the two-State
solution and the prospect for realizing peace § déficult choice, if not impossible.

It is time for action and the moment to move famva
This is why we are here today.

Mr. President,
Ladies and Gentleman,

The world is being asked today to undertake aifssgnt step in the process of rectifying
the unprecedented historical injustice inflictedtioa Palestinian people since Al-Nakba of 1948.

Every voice supporting our endeavor today is atmatuable voice of courage, and
every State that grants support today to Palestirggjuest for non-member observer State status
is affirming its principled and moral support foreédom and the rights of peoples and
international law and peace.

Your support for our endeavor today will send anpising message - to millions of
Palestinians on the land of Palestine, in the m#ugamps both in the homeland and the
Diaspora, and to the prisoners struggling for foeedn Israel’s prisons - that justice is possible
and that there is a reason to be hopeful and bHeafpeoples of the world do not accept the
continuation of the occupation.

This is why we are here today.

Your support for our endeavor today will give agen for hope to a people besieged by a
racist, colonial occupation. Your support will ¢om to our people that they are not alone and
their adherence to international law is never gamie a losing proposition.

In our endeavor today to acquire non-member 3ttts for Palestine in the United
Nations, we reaffirm that Palestine will always adhto and respect the Charter and resolutions
of the United Nations and international humanitariaw, uphold equality, guarantee civil
liberties, uphold the rule of law, promote demograad pluralism, and uphold and protect the
rights of women.

As we promised our friends and our brothers astkis, we will continue to consult with
them upon the approval of your esteemed body ayuwest to upgrade Palestine’s status. We
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will act responsibly and positively in our next te and we will to work to strengthen
cooperation with the countries and peoples of tbddivfor the sake of a just peace.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Sixty-five years ago on this day, the United NasioGeneral Assembly adopted
resolution 181 (1), which partitioned the land laktoric Palestine into two States and became
the birth certificate for Israel.

Sixty-five years later and on the same day, wiywhr esteemed body has designated as
the International Day of Solidarity with the Palegtn People, the General Assembly stands
before a moral duty, which it must not hesitataitalertake, and stands before a historic duty,
which cannot endure further delay, and before atjmal duty to salvage the chances for peace,
which is urgent and cannot be postponed.

Mr. President,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

The General Assembly is called upon today to issheth certificate of the reality of the
State of Palestine.

This is why in specific we are here today.

Thank you.
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MESSAGES RECEIVED BY
THE COMMITTEE ON THE EXERCISE OF THE INALIENABLE
RIGHTSOF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE
ON THE OCCASION OF

THE INTERNATIONAL DAY OF SOLIDARITY
WITH THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE

29 November 2012

Heads of State

President of Afghanistan

President of Argentina

King of Bahrain

President of Belarus

President of Brazil

President of Burkina Faso

Sultan and Yang Di Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam
President of the Democratic People’s Republic ofd&o
President of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic
President of Indonesia

President of the Islamic Republic of Iran

President of Maldives

King of Morocco

President of Namibia

President of Pakistan

President of the Russian Federation
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President of Senegal
President of Sri Lanka
President of Turkey
President of Viet Nam

President of the United Arab Emirates

eads of Government

Prime Minister of India

Prime Minister of Malaysia

Premier of the State Council of China
Prime Minister of Thailand

Ministersfor Foreign Affairs

Minister for Foreign Affairs of Algeria

Minister for Foreign Affairs of Cuba

Minister for Foreign Affairs of Madagascar

Minister for Foreign Affairs of Japan

Minister for Foreign Affairs of Saudi Arabia

Minister for Foreign Affairs of Tunisia

Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Syrian Arab Rdpic
Minister for Foreign Affairs of Mexico

Minister for Foreign Affairs of Philippines
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Governments
Oman
South Africa

Venezuela

I ntergovernmental organizations

Secretary-General of the Organization of Islamio@ration

European Union

Civil society organizations

International Progress Organization in Vienna
Presbyterian Ministry at the United Nations
NGO Working Group on Peace in Geneva
Mennonite Central Committee in New York

The NGO Working Group on Israel-Palestine in Newkro

*kk
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Please see attached distribution list pare: $1 December 2012

Patricia O’Brien
Under-Secretary-General tor Legal Attaits
The Legal Counsel

Issues related to General Assembly resolution 67/19 on the status of Palestine in the
United Nations

Please be advised that this memorandum is for internal use only and is not for distribution to

Member States or the media.

Tntroduction

1.

Prior to the adoption of resolution 67/19, Palestine was treated as an entity for

United Nations purposes. Palestine was not identified as a State or a country nor could its
authiorities be identified as a govemmcnt Pursuant to resolution 43/177-0f 15 December 1998,
the designation “Palestine” was used in place.of the designation “Palestinian Liberation
Organization” in the United Nations.

2.

On 29 November 2012, the General Assembly passed resolutiont 67/19. Pugsuant to

operative paragraph 2 of that resolution, the General Assembly decided to:

“ ..accord fo Palestine non-member observer State status in the United Nations,
without prejudice to the acquired rights, privileges and role of the Palestine Liberation
Organization in the United Nations as the representative of the Palestinian people, in
accordance with the relevant resolutions and practice™.

Now: that Palestine has been accorded the status of a non-Member obseryer State by the General
Assembly, this change in status will need to be reflected in the way that the United Nations deals
with Palestine.

We have identified the following issues to be addressed in t.hls regard.

(i) Terminology

3.

For United Nations purposes, Palestine may now generally be referred to as a State or

country; and its authoritics may generally be identified as the Government of Palestine.

4.

The precise name to be used when referring to Palestine and the formal titlés to be used

for its government officials should be determined by Palestine itself. Accordingly, it wothbe
up to Palestine to identify the following:
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a.  What is the formal (“long form™) name of Palestine and its “short form™ name
_ for the purposes of the United Nations;

b.  Who is the “Govemment” of Palestine, and in particular, who are the Head of
State, Head of Government and Minister of Foreign Affairs and what are their exact
titles.

5. On 12 December 2012, Palestine informed the Secretary-General that the designation
“State of Palestine” should be used in all official documents and for its nameplate in all United
Nations meetings. It further informed the Secretary-General that the Head of State is His
Excellency, Mr. Mahmoud Abbas, President of the State of Palestine and that other changes o
the composition of the Government of the State of Palestine would be communicated in due
course.

6. As noted above, in resolution 43/177 of 15 December 1988, the General Assembly
decided that the designation “Palestine™ should be used in place of the designation “Palestine
Liberation Organization” in the United Nations system, without prejudice to the observer status
and fimctions of the Palestine Liberation Organization within the United Nations system.
Resolution 43/177 is not an impediment for Palestine to change its name to “State of Palestine”
because as gencral rule, States are free to choose their own pames in the United Nations.
Moreover, in resolution 43/177 the designation by the Assembly was in relation to the
representatives of Palestine as an observer entity. .
7. Accordingly, per its request, Palestine should be referred to as “State of Palestine” in all
official documents of the United Nations and on nameplates to be used in all United Nations
meetings and Mr. Abbas should be addressed as the President of the State of Palestine. With
respect to Mr. Abbas, it should be noted that in some cases, depending on the context, it may
still be appropriate to refer to him as “Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Palestinian
Liberation Organization and President of the Palestinian Authority”. In the same vein, in
some cases, depending on the context, it may be appropriate to refer to the Palestinian
Liberation Organization or the Palestinian Authority. When referring to Palestine in its
capacity as an observer State to the United Nations, it may also be appropriate to refer to it as
the “Observer State of Palestine to the United Nations” or the “Permanent Observer Mission of
the State of Palestine”.

8. This does not preclude the use of the term “Occupied Palestinian Territory, including
East Jerusalem” since the General Assembly, after the adoption of resolution 67/19, has
continued to use the term “Occupied Palestinian Tetritory, including East Jerusalem™ to refer as.
a whole to the geographical area of the Palestinian territory occupied by Israel since 1967. The
Secretariat should be guided by this practice and should not create its own new terminology,
such as “Occupied State of Palestine™ or “Occupied Palestinian State”. Should the General
Assembly use other terminology to refer to the geographical area of the State of Palestine, then
the Secretariat will be guided by this. Howeves; following resolution 67/19, there is no legal
impediment to using the designation “Palestine” to refer to the geographical area of the
Palestinian territory. ‘
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(ii) Palestine’s Status in the Security Council

9, Under Articles 32 and 50 of the Charter, Palestine as a non-Member State of the
United Nations enjoys the right to participate, without vote, in discussions relating to a dispute
under consideration by the Security Council to which it is a party as well as to engage in
consultations with the Security Council on preventive or enforcement measures if Palestine
finds itself confronted with special economic problems arising from the canying out of those
measures. As a practical matter, Palestine has already been participating in discussions on the
Middle East in the Security Council based on its previous enhanced observer status.

10.  With the change in status of Palestine, under Article 35, paragraph 2 of the Charter
Palestine now has the right to place items on the provisional agenda of the Security Council and
the General Assembly.

(iii) Palestine’s Status in the General Assembly

11.  Palestine continues to enjoy the rights and privileges of participation acquired by it
previous to the adoption of resolution 67/19. In this regard, by General Assembly resolution
43/160 A of 9 December 1988, the General Assembly decided that the Palestinian Liberation
Organization was entitled to have its communications issued and circulated as official
documents of the United Nations. Thereafter, by General Assembly resolution 52/250 of

13 July 1998, Palestine was accorded additional rights and privileges of participation in the
sessions and worlk of the General Assembly and international conferences convened under the
auspices of the Assembly or other organs of the United Nations, as well as in United Nations
conferences.

12.  Asnoted above in paragraph 9, one additional right that Palestine has attained pursuant
to resolution 67/19 is the right to place items on the provisional agenda of the General
Assembly.

(iv) Treaty Participation

13.  Each multilateral freaty deposited with the Secretary-General has its own provisions

* conceming the entities that are eligible to participate in that treaty. As a general matfer most
treaties will be open to all States Members of the United Nations or of the Specialized Agencies
(the “Vienna’ formula) or fo “any State” or “all States™ (the “all States” formula). Others may be
limited to a particular membership.

14.  As Palestine is a Member State of UNESCO, the Secretary-General would accept
instrumients of accession from Palestine for freaties that follow the Vienna formula,

15.  With respect fo treaties that use the “all States™ formula, as outlined in the Summary of
Practice of the Secretary-General as Depositary of Multilateral Treaties (ST/LEG/7/Rev.1), “the
Secretary-General, in discharging his funcfions as a depositary of a convention with an “all
States’ clause, will follow the practice of the Assembly in implementing such a clause and,
whenever advisable, will request the opinion of the Assembly before receiving a signature or an
instrument of ratification or accession”. The “practice of the General Assembly™ is to be found
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in unequivocal indications from the Assembly that it considers a particular entity to be a State.
Since the General Assembly has accepted Palestine as a non-Member observer State in the
United Nations, the Secretary-General will be guided by this determination in discharging his
functions as depositary of treaties containing an “all States” clause. Therefore, Palestine would
be able to become party to any ireaties that are open to “any State” or “all States™ (“all States”
formula treaties) deposited with the Secretary-General.

16.  Many multilateral treaties are deposited with the Governments of Member States, rather
than with the Secretary-General. It would be up to those States to determine their own
depository practice with respect to Palestine.

(v) Participation in United Nations Conferences and other Meetings

i7.  Similar to the situation of treaties, the Secretary-General will look to the General
Assembly and follow its practice on whether Palestine may participate in United Nations
conferences.

18.  As Palestine is a Member State of UNESCO and is now a non-Member observer State
for the purposes of the United Nations, Palestine may participate fully and on an equal basis
with other States in United Nations Conferences, whether they are convened under the so-called
*“Vienna” formula or whether they are convened under the *“all States” formula. It would
therefore have the right to propose draft texts, as well as to participate in voting.

(vi) Concluding Agreements with Palestine

19.  Having been recognized as a State within the United Nations, the Organization and its
funds and programmes may enter into agreements with Palestine as a State on the international
plane, including treatics, which are necessary to carry out their respective mandates in Palestine.

20.  Weunderstand that currently many funds and prograrmmes may be operating in Palestine
without any formal agreements, but with the consent of the local Palestinian (and Israeli)
authorities,

21.  Asapractical matter, there is no apparent immediate need to conclude formal
agreements with the Palestinian authorities since the funds and programmes can continue to
operate under the arrangements already in place, unless Palestine indicates otherwise or the
funds and programmes are having operational difficulties on the ground without such formal

arrangements.

22,  Since Israel continues to occupy the temitory of the State of Palestine, it remains
necessary for the Organization and its offices, programmes and funds to make arrangements
with Israel as the effective authority in the Occupied Palestinian Territory.
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23.  This Office remains available to discuss the necessity of any additional formal
arrangements on a case-by-case basis with the funds and programmes.

cc: The Deputy Secretary-General
The Chef de Cabinet
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Distribution List:

Ms. Valerie Amos, Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian A ffairs and
Emergency Relief Coordinator

Mr. Yukio Takasu, Under-Secretary-General for Management

Ms. Angela Kane, High Representative for Disarmament Affairs

Mr. Hervé Ladsous, Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations

Ms. Ameersh Haq, Under-Secretary-General for Field Support

Mr. Wu Hongbo, Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs

Ms. Michelle Bachelet, Executive Director of the United Nations Entity for Gender
Equality and the Empowerment of Women, UN Women

M, Jean-Jacques Graisse, Under-Secretary-General, Acting Head of the Department
for General Assembly and Conference Management

Mr. Peter Launsky-Tieffenthal, Under-Secretary-General for Communications and
Public Information

Mr. Gregory B. Starr, Under-Secretary-General for Safety and Security

Mr. Gyan Chandra Acharya, High Representative for the Least Developed Countries,
Landlocked Developing Countries.and Small Island Developing States

Ms. Navanethem Pillay, United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, UNHCHR

Mr. Supachai Panitchpakdi, Secretary-General of the Conference on Trade and Development,
UNCTAD

Mr. Sven Alkalaj, Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Europe, ECE
Mr. Carlos Lopes, Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa, ECA

Ms. Noeleen Heyzer, Executive Secretary of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia
and the Pacific, ESCAP

Ms. Rima Khalaf, Executive Secretary of the Economic and Social Commission for Western
Asia, ESCWA
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Mss. Alicia Barcena, Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Latin America and
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PAGE 7



United Nations Asirzs
\‘{V’ \\\,' General Assembly Distr.: Genera

\‘ V 8 March 2013
S

Original: English

Sixty-seventh session
Agendaitem 37
Question of Palestine

Satus of Palestinein the United Nations
Report of the Secretary-General

. Introduction

1. The present report is submitted pursuant to General Assembly resolution 67/19.
In that resolution, the Assembly accorded to Palestine non-member observer State
status in the United Nations, without prejudice to the acquired rights, privileges and
role of the Palestine Liberation Organization in the United Nations as the
representative of the Palestinian people, in accordance with the relevant resolutions
and practice. It also reaffirmed the right of the Palestinian people to self-determination
and expressed hope that the Security Council would consider favourably the
application submitted on 23 September 2011 by the State of Palestine for admission
to full membership in the United Nations. The Assembly also affirmed its
determination to contribute to the attainment of a peaceful settlement in the Middle
East that ends the occupation that began in 1967 and fulfils the vision of two States:
an independent, sovereign, democratic, contiguous and viable State of Palestine,
living side by side in peace and security with Israel on the basis of the pre-1967
borders. It expressed the urgent need for the resumption and acceleration of
negotiations within the Middle East peace process, and urged all States and the
specialized agencies and organizations of the United Nations system to continue to
support and assist the Palestinian people in the early realization of their right to
self-determination, independence and freedom. This present report provides
information on the steps taken regarding the change of Palestine's status in the
United Nations, which does not apply to organizations and bodies outside of the
United Nations, as well as the progress made, or lack thereof, in resuming the
Middle East peace process. The Permanent Mission of Israel and the Permanent
Observer Mission of the State of Palestine to the United Nations have been
consulted in the preparation of the present report.
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Non-member observer statusin the United Nations

Name and status of Palestine

2. In accordance with paragraph 2 of resolution 67/19, Palestine has been treated
as a non-member observer State by the Secretariat since the adoption of the
resolution. Accordingly, the publication on permanent missions prepared by the
Protocol and Liaison Service entitled “Permanent Missions to the United Nations”
(the Blue Book) now lists Palestine under category Il as a “Non-member State
having received a standing invitation to participate as observer in the sessions and
the work of the General Assembly and maintaining permanent observer mission at
Headquarters”.

3. On 12 December 2012, Palestine informed the Secretary-General that the
designation “ State of Palestine” should be used in all documents and for its nameplate
in all United Nations meetings. It further informed the Secretary-General that the
Head of State was Mahmoud Abbas, President of the State of Palestine. On 8 January
2013, Palestine informed the Secretary-General that the Head of Government was
Salam Fayyad, Prime Minister of the State of Palestine, and that the Minister for
Foreign Affairs of the State of Palestine was Riad Malki. In accordance with its
request, the designation “State of Palestine” is now used in all documents of the
United Nations and on nameplates to be used in United Nations meetings. Mr. Abbas
is now addressed as the President of the State of Palestine, Mr. Fayyad as the Prime
Minister of the State of Palestine and Mr. Malki as the Minister for Foreign Affairs
of the State of Palestine.

Participation in work of the General Assembly and other organs of
the United Nations, aswell asin United Nations conferences

4. The State of Palestine continues to enjoy the right of participation in the
sessions and work of the General Assembly and the international conferences
convened under the auspices of the Assembly or other organs of the United Nations,
as well asin United Nations conferences, pursuant to resolutions 43/160 and 52/250
and as set out in the note by the Secretary-General on participation of Palestine in
the work of the United Nations of 4 August 1998 (A/52/1002). Those rights are not
affected by resolution 67/19.

5. As a general matter, the State of Palestine does not enjoy the right to vote,
including in elections. Nor may the State of Palestine submit its own candidacy for
any election or appointment or, submit the names of candidates for any election or
appointment, with one exception. Pursuant to the Statute of the International
Residual Mechanism for Criminal Tribunals, non-member States maintaining
permanent observer missions at United Nations Headquarters have the right to
submit nominations for and to vote in the elections for the permanent and ad litem
judges of the Residual Mechanism.

6. Pursuant to Article 35, paragraph 2, of the Charter of the United Nations, the
State of Palestine may also place items on the provisional agenda of the Security
Council and the General Assembly.
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7. With respect to conferences convened under the auspices of the General
Assembly and other United Nations conferences, as a non-member observer State of
the United Nations and a member of UNESCO, the State of Palestine may
participate fully and on an equal basis with other States in conferences that are open
to members of specialized agencies or that are open to all States. Arrangements are
being made to ensure the full participation of the State of Palestine in conferences
convened on that basis.

Middle East peace process

8. Following the adoption of resolution 67/19, | reiterated my position that the
Palestinians have a legitimate right to their own independent State and that |srael
has the right to live in peace and security with its neighbours. | also stressed that
there was no substitute for negotiations to that end, and the vote underscored the
urgency of a resumption of meaningful talks. | thus appealed to all concerned to act

responsibly.

9. Both parties have repeated their commitment to the two-State solution. In his
speech to the General Assembly and in other statements he has made since,
President Abbas proclaimed his willingness to engage with Israel after the formation
of a new Government following its parliamentary elections of 22 January.
Addressing the Security Council on 23 January 2013, the Minister for Foreign Affairs
of the State of Palestine reiterated the Palestinian commitment to peace and the
two-State solution and observed that the overwhelming support for resolution 67/19
clearly demonstrated the international community’s commitment, including that of
the Arab and Muslim world, to the two-State solution. While sharply criticizing
settlement activity of Israel, the Minister for Foreign Affairs reaffirmed the need to
establish clear parameters and a time frame for peace. At the same meeting, an
overwhelming majority of Member States urged a credible return to peace
negotiations, and many highlighted the historic nature of the 29 November vote of
the General Assembly.

10. The Prime Minister of Israel reiterated his commitment to peace and a
two-State solution in press conferences held on 5 December 2012 and 19 February
2013. However, on 29 November 2012 in the Assembly and on 23 January 2013 in
the Security Council open debate on the situation in the Middle East, the Permanent
Representative of Israel stated the position of Israel that in their view General
Assembly resolution 67/19 could not serve as acceptable terms of reference for
future peace negotiations and that it did not confer Palestinian statehood or
constitute recognition of a Palestinian State. The Permanent Representative of |srael
also objected to any attempt to alter the status of Palestinians, outside the agreed
negotiating framework. At the same meetings, the United States of America and
Canada echoed these positions.

11. In spite of reiterated calls for negotiated peace, actions on the ground have
further undermined mutual trust. Following the adoption of the resolution, the
Government of Israel announced plans for construction of thousands of housing
units in the occupied West Bank, including East Jerusalem, and, most alarmingly,
several thousand housing units in the “E-1" area east of Jerusalem. In statements on
2 December 2012 and 14 January 2013, | expressed my grave concern at this
development, which risked cutting off East Jerusalem from the rest of the West
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Bank and, if constructed, would represent an almost fatal blow to remaining chances
of securing a two-State solution, and called for any settlement plan in the E-1 area
to be rescinded. Overall, approximately 11,500 housing units of Israeli settlements
have been advanced or approved since 29 November 2012, including approximately
3,500 in the E-1 area, 5,000 in East Jerusalem, and the rest in various other West
Bank seftlements. | have repeatedly stressed that all settlement activity in the
occupied Palestinian territory, including East Jerusalem, is illegal under
international law.

12. The Government of Israel also initially withheld approximately $115 million
of Palestinian customs revenue collected in December and January. The funds for
December were released to the Palestinian Authority in January in line with the
obligation that Israel accepted as part of the 1994 Paris Protocol, which remains in
force. The funds for January are expected to be transferred at the end of February.

13. The backdrop to these events has been a worsening security situation in the
West Bank and a tenuous calm in Gaza following the truce announced on
21 November 2012 after an intensive diplomatic effort, including my own visit to
the region.

14. In the West Bank, Israeli security forces, citing security concerns, conducted
969 operations and made 1,101 arrests from 29 November 2012 to 26 February
2013. A total of 7 Palestinians were killed and 1,065 were injured. Confrontations
between Palestinians and Israeli settlers have occurred on an almost daily basis.
Occupation measures have continued to impede Palestinian movement, while
demolitions in Area C have intensified, leading to further displacements. In a
worrying development, on 23 February 2013, a Palestinian man died in detention
after his arrest by the Israeli Defense Forces days earlier in the West Bank. His death
sparked a series of popular demonstrations and clashes with the Israeli Defense
Forces. Earlier popular demonstrations in solidarity with prisoners on hunger strike
had resulted in clashes with Israeli security forces. Hundreds of Palestinians were
injured as aresult, including by tear gas inhalation.

15. In Gaza, following the ceasefire understanding reached on 21 November 2012
under the auspices of Egypt, the cam largely held, but there was a significant
disruption on 26 February 2013, when a rocket fired from Gaza landed on a street
near the industrial area in the southern part of the city of Ashkelon. In total, two
rockets have been fired and eight Israeli incursions have taken place since the
ceasefire understanding was reached. Renewed shooting incidents have claimed the
lives of two Palestinian civilians, mostly while they were attempting to approach the
border fence. Efforts to consolidate the ceasefire have continued, in line with
resolution 1860 (2009). The full implementation of the resolution includes the
important step of overcoming the Palestinian political divide in ways that can
advance the prospects for the realization of the two-State solution. In this regard,
Egypt continued to facilitate progress in the implementation of previous
reconciliation agreements among Palestinian factions. Elections are a central
element of reconciliation, and the Central Elections Commission undertook a
registration process in February 2013 in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip.

16. The Hamas leader Khaled Meshaal visited Gaza for the first time from 7 to
10 December 2012. In a speech celebrating the twenty-fifth anniversary of the
founding of Hamas he denied Israel any legitimacy, stressing that the Palestinian
State will come from resistance not negotiations, in a clear rejection of a negotiated
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two-State solution. Those inflammatory statements prompted condemnation by
several members of the international community and the United Nations.

17. Since the adoption of the resolution, and as illustrated by the statements made
during the open debate on the situation in the Middle East held by the Security
Council on 23 January 2013, regional and international partners have voiced their
alarm at the increasing risk the prolonged impasse in the peace process and facts on
the ground, in particular Israeli settlement activity, pose to the viability of the
two-State solution. Everyone has recognized the urgent need for action. At its meeting
in Doha on 9 December 2012, the League of Arab States expressed doubt about the
international architecture for the peace process and announced future consultations
with the relevant players in the international community. In conclusions adopted on
10 December 2012, the Foreign Affairs Council of the European Union underlined
the urgency of renewed, structured and substantial peace efforts in 2013 and
reaffirmed its position that clear parameters outlining the basis for negotiations are
key to a successful outcome. On 23 January 2013, the Permanent Representative of
the United States to the United Nations stated that the United States remained fully
committed to direct negotiations and continued to work vigorously towards that end.

18. Quartet envoys met in Brussels on 12 December 2012, and again on
10 January 2013 in Amman. They discussed ways to help the parties to avoid
escalation diplomatically and on the ground in the short term, while also finding a
way back to negotiations. | have also continued to engage with the parties, as well
as with key international and regional leaders, both in New York and on the margins
of international conferences and events, in order to encourage concerted efforts to
forge away forward.

19. The application for full United Nations membership remains pending before
the Security Council.

Support to Palestinian institutions and theright to
self-deter mination

20. In spite of the fundamental challenges that remain, the Government of the
State of Palestine remains committed to the advancement of the State-building
agenda on which it has made notable progress in the past two years. This has been
widely recognized by the international community, in particular at the successive
meetings of the Ad Hoc Liaison Committee for the Coordination of the International
Assistance to Palestinians in 2011 and 2012. Following the adoption by the General
Assembly of resolution 67/19 on 29 November 2012, President Abbas constituted a
committee of Palestinian officials to examine a range of issues relating to statehood.
Civil society has also contributed to the continued advancement, with women’s
groups convening an important conference in December, which culminated in the
presentation of alist of vital demands, including the incorporation of a women's bill
of rights in the constitution of the State of Palestine, ensuring that legislation
adheres to international standards with respect to discrimination against women and
implementing quotas for female participation in public institutions.

21. The United Nations has continued to provide support in the six areas that were
highlighted in the report entitled “Palestinian State-building: a decisive period”
presented by the Office of the United Nations Special Coordinator for the Middle
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East Peace Process to the meeting of the Ad Hoc Liaison Committee on
13 April 2011 (governance, rule of law and human rights; livelihoods and
productive sectors; education and culture; health; social protection; and
infrastructure and water). In each of these sectors, governmental functions were
deemed sufficient for a functioning Government of a State. The United Nations has
continued to align its activities to the priorities of the Palestinian National Plan and
is currently developing its new United Nations Development Assistance Framework
for the period 2014-2016 in collaboration with Palestinian authorities.

22. The Palestinian fiscal situation represents a core challenge. The full, timely
and predictable transfer of Palestinian tax and customs revenues by Israel in
accordance with the provisions of the Paris Protocol on Economic Relations is
essential in order for the Government of the State of Palestine to be able to meet its
financial obligations. Key among these is the payment of salaries to civil servants,
who have launched strikes in protest against non-payment. Prime Minister Fayyad
continues to call on Arab donors for contributions, emphasizing that there is
unprecedented financial distress and potential for negative consequences.
Ultimately, private-sector-led economic growth will enable the growth of a vibrant
economy, which will benefit Palestinians and provide the tax base necessary to end
the cycles of fiscal crisis.

23. International contributions amounted to $600 million in support of the
recurrent budget last year, but further timely disbursement of assistance is essential.
At its meeting in Doha on 9 December 2012, the League of Arab States voted to
contribute $100 million per month in aid to the Palestinian Authority as a “financial
safety net” to compensate for lost revenue incurred after Israel announced it would
withhold clearance revenues. In January 2013, Saudi Arabia announced that it would
disburse a further $20 million per month and Prime Minister Fayyad and the
Secretary-General of the League of Arab States approached a select number of
countries during the Arab Economic and Social Development Summit, held in
Riyadh on 21 January, to bridge the funding gap. At its first meeting, held in Tokyo
on 13 and 14 February 2013, the Conference on Cooperation among East Asian
Countries for Palestinian Development discussed support for the State-building
efforts of Palestine.

Observations

24. The adoption by the General Assembly of resolution 67/19 on 29 November
2012 by a magjority of 138 votes in favour, following a period of prolonged
stalemate in the political process, symbolized the growing international impatience
with the long-standing occupation and clearly endorsed Palestinian aspirations to
live in freedom and dignity in an independent State of their own, side by side with
Israel in peace and security. The end to the occupation and to the conflict and the
achievement of the two-State solution on the ground is long overdue. This can only
be achieved, however, through negotiations to solve all final status issues.

25. The year 2013 will be decisive in the peace process. As | outlined in my
address to the General Assembly on 22 January 2013, | identified five priorities in
this regard: first, we must renew collective international engagement; second, we
must resume meaningful negotiations; third, we must preserve stability in Gaza;
fourth, we must make progress on Palestinian reconciliation under the leadership of
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President Abbas within the framework of the commitments of the Palestinian
Liberation Organization and the positions of the Quartet; and fifth, we must prevent
the financial collapse of the Palestinian Authority. Concerted action is essential if
we are to salvage the realization on the ground of the two-State solution.

26. The situation on the ground remains a cause for serious concern. Continued
settlement activity in the occupied Palestinian territory, including East Jerusalem, is
illegal under international law and runs contrary to Israel’s obligations under the
road map. It also undermines the viability of the two-State solution and the
prospects for peace. Israel should heed the repeated calls of the international
community and stop such activity.

27. Both sides have a common interest and responsibility in preventing an
escalation of tensions. Recent spates of violence over the death of a Palestinian
detainee and prisoners on prolonged hunger strikes are potentially eroding the calm
necessary for the resumption of peace talks. | have expressed my deep concern and
urged that a solution be reached without delay in order to end the prisoners’ plight
and preserve calm. International human rights obligations towards all Palestinian
detainees and prisoners under Israeli custody must be fully respected.

28. Solidifying the ceasefire agreement in Gaza that was brokered by Egypt
remains a pressing priority. The 26 February rocket attack from Gaza into Israel was
unacceptable. | will continue to condemn any indiscriminate rocket fire from Gaza.

29. The parties need our collective support to create an environment conducive to
a resumption of talks, as on both sides of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict there is too
much pain and anguish, disillusionment and dismay, for the parties to be able to
overcome their genuine fears and dispel tensions on their own. It is incumbent upon
the international community to foster synergy among the various ideas and
initiatives being discussed to permit decisive progress towards a return to
negotiations. The Arab Peace Initiative remains an important basis for ending the
Arab-lsraeli conflict and achieving regional peace. It should be encouraged and
nurtured.

30. However, no international effort alone is sufficient for progress absent the
requisite will from the parties themselves. Israeli and Palestinian |eaders have stated
that they are convinced the two-State solution is the only path towards a durable
peace. They should realize that without serious engagement, the consequences for
inaction could be dire for everyone. The parties must not only remain open to new
initiatives to overcome the current impasse, but must now demonstrate their
seriousness and refrain from actions and negative steps that undermine the situation
on the ground and complicate a return to meaningful negotiations in the critical
period ahead.

31. As Secretary-General, | will continue to do my utmost to achieve a negotiated
two-State solution, in accordance with Security Council resolutions 242 (1967), 338
(1973), 1397 (2002), 1515 (2003) and 1860 (2009), that will resolve the core issues —
territory, security, Jerusalem, refugees, settlements, water — and constitute the end of
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and all claims related to it. | call on the parties and all
stakeholders to act with determination, responsibility and vision. None of the steps
to that end are easy, but we cannot afford another year without courageous action for
the purpose of achieving the two-State solution reaffirmed by resolution 67/19.
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The State of Palestine: A New Legal Status

On 29 November 2012, the United Nations Generakddy accorded to Palestine non-
member Observer State status within the UniteddNati Previously Palestine had observer
“entity” status stemming from a series of Generakémbly resolutions from 1974, 1988, and
1998 regarding the participation of the Palestineetation Organization, then in 1998 the
designation was changed to Palestine. Generahfdgaesolution 67/19 of 29 November 2012
marked the first time that the General Assemblysatered Palestine to be a State.

The legal importance of this resolution is histaas the new status of Palestine in the
United Nations affects how the Secretary-Generathef United Nations treats the State of
Palestine in issues under his competence, incluidivigng States to international conferences
under the auspicious of the United Nations andhénSecretary-General’s capacity as depository
of multilateral treaties, to invite States to pagate in multilateral treaties.

Legal Framework

There are three main formulas used in the intewnaticommunity to identify which
States are invited to participate in various cagriees and multilateral treaties.

Member States Formula
“Member States of the United Nations”

This formula is used so that only States MemberthefUnited Nations are invited to
participate fully. When this formula is used thanference ceases to be one of an international
nature, it becomes a General Assembly conferenberenStates with granted Observer status
can participate as observers. When this formulasied in a multilateral treaty, non-member
States cannot participate.

Vienna Formula

“States Members of the United Nations or memberthefspecialized agencies or the
International Atomic Energy Agency and States partbd the Statute of the International Court
of Justice”

This formula is used to ensure participation witlean Member States of the United
Nations, but not the widest possible.



All States Formula

"It is the understanding of the General Assemblgt tthe Secretary-General, in
discharging his functions as a depositary of a emion with an 'all States' clause, will follow
the practice of the General Assembly in implemgnsinch a clause and, whenever advisable,
will request the opinion of the General Assemblipiteereceiving a signature or an instrument
of ratification or accession." Becision of theGeneral Assembly at its 22@dlenary meeting
on 14 December 1973, upon recommendation from ikkéh SCommittee, adopted without
objection.

This formula is used to ensure the widest posghl#icipation of States. It was on 14
December 1973, that the above decision was ad@ftedthe Secretary-General pleaded with
the United Nations Membership for nearly a decaddefine the “all States” formula.

Palestine’s UNESCO Curve Ball

From 22 November 1974, when the Palestine becamebaarver “entity” until 23
November 2011, for exactly 38 years, Palestinendicfulfill any of the three criteria above until
it became a State Member of UNESCO. It was at thigt that Palestine began to fulfill the
Vienna formula although Palestine remained an eeséentity” in the General Assembly. Now
Palestine became a special case within the Unitatiohs all over again. In international
conferences convened under the Vienna formulaUtiieed Nations Secretariat and Office for
Legal Affairs allowed Palestine to participate yukhs a participating State.

That did not stop the banter that came from Isrdelted States and Canada, which
opposed Palestine participating as a State. Nealeg$, Palestine participated as an Observer
State in the June 2012 Meeting of States Partiéiseof)nited Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea, ironically alongside Israel and the Unifdtes, which also are not parties to the
Convention, the rules of procedure of the Statetd3aMeeting used the Vienna Formula for
Observer States.

The State of Palestine participated fully in theitelsh Nations Conference on the
Standardization of Geographical Names, in April2@hd in two working groups established by
the Sixth Committee of the General Assembly in ®eto2012 on Measures to Eliminate
International Terrorism and Criminal Accountabildy United Nations officials and experts on
mission. The State of Palestine also participatkedraObserver State in the Meeting of States
Parties to the United Nations Framework ConventinrClimate Change (COP 18) in December
2012.



There were also three international conferenceisvilbee supposed to be under the “all
States” formula where there were arguments for aginst Palestine’s full participation, but
because of political wrangling, the conferencesewesid in somewhat ambiguous formats.

Argument for Palestine’s partaking in All States famula before Observer State Status

It was argued that the previous practice of the danAssembly and the Secretary-
General of the United Nations that States membérat deast one specialized agency were
considered to also fulfill the “all States” formuld/hile all this was true indeed, none of the
States in question in this argument were also densd an “entity” as was Palestine. The
UNESO curve ball gave Palestine two identitiesa &tate and as an “entity”, depending on the
participation formula.

Argument against Palestine’s partaking in All Stats formula before Observer State Status

It was argued that Palestine could not be congidengler the “all States” formula since
the General Assembly only viewed Palestine as atit{® in accordance with the 14 December
1973 decision of the General Assembly. Although ttounter-argument made sense, Palestine
did not accept to be seated as an observer “entitydn international conference while its
diplomats engaged with all stakeholders to agremtopromises which would allow Palestine to
sit in the front of the conference room, before gistan, rather than the back, after Zimbabwe.

At the Rio+20 Conference on Sustainable Developmantlune 2012 , the negotiation
conference on an Arms Trade Treaty in July 2018,the Conference on Small Arms and Light
Weapons in August 2012, creative and ambiguous ommipes were reached.

Recognition of the State of Palestine

International Conferences

The State of Palestine’s new status in the Unitadidds, as of 29 November 2012,
allows, without objection, for it to participate all international conferences. The banter of
Israel, United States, and Canada has come todjreeidlenced in the one day Meeting of States
Parties of the United Nations Convention on the ladwhe Sea on 19 December 2012. In the
June Meetings, the three openly objected Palestpegticipation as an Observer State, but since
the adoption of General Assembly resolution 67148 three were tight-lipped.

The Arms Trade Treaty will hold its final meeting March 2013, where the State of
Palestine is expected to participate fully and dg@amnong all States.



Multilateral Treaties

The new status has also opened doors for the $fatealestine to participate in
multilateral treaties to be able to protect iteiests, personnel and citizens’ rights. Among the
most discussed are the Geneva Conventions andoime Btatute for the International Criminal
Court.

While the depository of the Geneva Convention$hé $wiss Federal Council, it adopts
similar positions as the Secretary-General to ensuuniversal system of which entities are
considered States. An interesting point is thatesiRalestine is under foreign occupation, entry
in force will take an immediate effect in accordamath the Conventions.

Regarding the Rome Statute, Palestine has a faanggbefore it. Palestine can accede to
the Rome Statute, revive its existing declaratioeven submit a new declaration accepting the
jurisdiction of the Court.

While Palestine is not a State party of the Inteomal Court of Justice, it may take cases
to the Court should there be a mutual agreemert thg other State or an obligatory dispute
resolution mechanism within a treaty that both Stadle and the other State are party.

Conclusion

Following the adoption of General Assembly resolnit67/19 of 29 November 2012, any
ambiguities that may have existed regarding théustaf Palestine, as a State, have been
eliminated.

It is now for the State of Palestine to decideatwsn course of action in acceding to
various multi-lateral treaties to protect the P@hégn people and the interests of the State with
regard to diplomatic and consular affairs, as asltlevelopment and the environment.

The State of Palestine will have to study respdnsdl reservations, objections and
declarations of States in every multi-lateral tyeiat order to formulate its own as it enters this
new phase of legal responsibility.

The new legal status can be used to ensure syaleitjtiality and an end to impunity as a
new era of justice can be ushered into the region.
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